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Week Ending Friday, March 22, 1991 


Proclamation 6260—National Employ 
the Older Worker Week, 1991 


March 15, 199] 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Millions of older Americans are both will- 
ing and able to put their knowledge and 
experience to work for our country. Provid- 
ing greater opportunities for them to do so 
is not only a wonderful way to demonstrate 
appreciation for these valued members of 
our society, it is also a sound investment in 
America’s future. By helping senior citizens 
to remain in the work force or to pursue 
second careers after retirement, we can en- 
hance America’s competitive edge in the 
global economy. By encouraging older 
Americans to share their wisdom and skills 
as volunteers, we can strengthen and enrich 
our communities. 

Numerous employers already recognize 
the potential contributions of older men 
and women, and, today, programs for their 
hiring, retraining, and job retention are 
well established across the country. 
Through a variety of programs—including 
programs launched as a result of the Older 
Americans Act of 1965—the Federal Gov- 
ernment, State and local agencies, and 
members of the private sector are promot- 
ing meaningful opportunities for older 
workers. These various public and private 
efforts not only enable senior citizens to 
remain active, independent, and productive 
members of society but also allow our coun- 
try to benefit from their insight and re- 
sourcefulness. Recognizing all of these ben- 
efits, I have proposed a liberalization of the 
Social Security earnings test in the Fiscal 
Year 1992 budget. If enacted, this proposal 
would allow older workers to continue to 
earn more income after age 65 before 
having their Social Security benefits re- 
duced. 

To focus public attention on the accom- 
plishments and the potential of older work- 


ers, the Congress, by House Joint Resolution 
133, has designated the week of March 10 
through March 16, 1991, as “National 
Employ the Older Worker Week” and au- 
thorized and requested the President to 
issue a proclamation in observance of this 
week. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby designate the week of March 10 
through March 16, 1991, as National 
Employ the Older Worker Week. I urge the 
Nation’s public officials, leaders in business 
and labor, and voluntary organizations to 
provide meaningful opportunities fér older 
workers. I also encourage all Americans to 
observe this week with appropriate pro- 
grams, ceremonies, and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fifteenth day of March, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety-one, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and fifteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 10:35 a.m., March 18, 1991] 


Nomination of William G. Curran, Jr., 
To Be United States Director of the 
European Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development 


March 15, 1991 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate William G. Curran, Jr., of 
New York, to be U.S. Director of the Euro- 
pean Bank for Reconstruction and Develop- 
ment at the Department of Treasury in 
Washington, DC. 

Currently he is a member of the council 
and chairman of the European working 
party for FIMBRA (Financial Intermediar- 
ies, Managers and Brokers Regulatory Asso- 
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ciation) and a special adviser to the Eco- 
nomic and Social Committee of the Europe- 
an Communities in London, England. From 
1988 to 1990, Mr. Curran served as a pri- 
vate financial consultant in London, Eng- 
land. Prior to this, he served as chairman of 
First Chicago Ltd. in London, England, 
1970-1988. 

Mr. Curran graduated from Yale Univer- 
sity (B.A. 1951) and the University of 
Southern California, London program 
(M.A., 1979). He was born June 10, 1927, in 
New York, NY. Mr. Curran served in the 
U.S. Marine Corps, 1951-1953. Mr. Curran 
is married, has two children, and resides in 
London, England. 


News Conference of the President and 
Prime Minister Major of the United 
Kingdom in Hamilton, Bermuda 


March 16, 1991 


Prime Minister Major. We might start 
now if everyone is content. We have very 
little time, I’m afraid, only about 15 or so 
minutes. So we’ll be—— 

Q. I have a question, I have a question. 
[Laughter] 

Prime Minister Major. Well, I'll see if I 
can flush you later. 

We have about 15 minutes, so we'll be as 
swift as we can. Can I just say by way of 
introduction, we’ve had some extremely 
useful discussions this morning covering a 
very wide area. I think they have come at a 
very appropriate time at the end of the 
Gulf conflict. There was a great deal to dis- 
cuss, a great deal to learn from the conflict. 
And it also gave me the opportunity of ex- 
pressing to the President the tremendous 
admiration that is felt in the United King- 
dom and elsewhere for the remarkable way 
in which he led this particular enterprise. 

Amongst the matters we were able to dis- 
cuss this morning were, of course, the after- 
math of the Gulf, the general position of 
security in the Middle East, the present cir- 
cumstances in the Soviet Union, the GATT 
rounds, the developing situation in South 
Africa, arms control, and an interim report 
on Secretary Baker’s talks in the Soviet 
Union. 
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So, it was a fairly wide agenda. But I 
won't elaborate on it now. I'll invite the 
President to say a few words, and then per- 
haps we can take your questions. 

The President. Mr. Prime Minister, all I 
want to do is thank you for the hospitality, 
thank the Governor General of Bermuda 
and, of course, the Premier, and say we’ve 
enjoyed it. And I agree with you that these 
talks are very, very helpful. And I think it’s 
fair to say that we are determined now to 
go forward and each country try to be a 
catalyst for peace, building on our success 
in the Gulf. 

And so, thank you, sir, and I’m just de- 
lighted to be with you once again. 

Prime Minister Major. Right. Shall we 
take some questions then? Can I take the 
lady in the second row? 


Situation in Iraq 


Q. Thank you. We just listened, Mr. Presi- 
dent, to Saddam Hussein’s speech, and he 
said the insurgency in the south had been 
crushed, but continued in the north. And 
he also seemed to be issuing a very strong 
threat once again to the Kurds, saying that 
if they persisted they would be crushed like 
those who preceded them. Do you have any 
comment on that? 

The President. Crushed like those that 
preceded them? 

@. Like those who preceded them. I 
think it was a reference—I don’t want to 
put words in his mouth, but—— 

The President. No, 1 have learned long 
ago not to comment on something that I 
haven’t heard or haven’t authoritatively 
read, but there is dissension inside Iraq. 
That is a matter that we’re not involved in. 
And I would simply repeat that Saddam’s 
credibility remains at an all-time low ebb as 
far as the United States is concerned. 

Q. I wonder if I could ask you both if you 
see any possible role for either British or 
American forces intervening militarily in 
Iraq? 

The President. 1 do not. We are not—that 
would be going beyond our mandate. Now, 
I will say this: that at the tent meeting, 
certain arrangements were made and cer- 
tain ground rules spelled out—British and 
U.S. commanders agreeing, the Saudis—all 
the coalition forces agreeing and telling 
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Iraq certain things should not happen. The 
movement of aircraft, for example. And so 
they should not violate the conditions that 
they agreed to. 

But having said that, none of us want to 
move forces into Baghdad or to—frankly, 
we don’t want to have any more fighting. 
But they know what the ground rules are, 
and they ought to play by those rules, live 
by them. 

Prime Minister Major. There’s no more 
to be said. I think that’s precisely it. 

Q. Mr. President, in that speech of 
Saddam Hussein, he also indicated that he 
was willing to set up some kind of multi- 
party system, even perhaps verging on de- 
mocracy. What do you make of that kind of 
talk from Saddam Hussein? And also, would 
that be something that the United States 
could live with? Could Saddam Hussein stay 
in power in Baghdad under that kind of 
arrangement? 

The President. | find it very difficult to 
see a situation under which we would have 
normalized relations with Saddam Hussein 
still in power. His credibility is zilch, zero, 
zed. And if he wants to talk about this, fine. 
But what people are looking for I think is 
compliance with—fully compliance of 
United Nations resolutions. It is complying 
with the cease-fire terms. And I don’t know 
what this speech is about; I simply can’t 
comment on it. But if he’s proclaiming that 
Iraq will be a democratic nation, fine. But 
that’s—I want to see—the proof of that pud- 
ding is in the eating. 


Soviet-U.S. Relations 


Q. Mr. President and Prime Minister: You 
mentioned the interim report from Secre- 
tary Baker on his talks yesterday. What con- 
clusions do you draw about future relations 
with the Soviet Union in view of the appar- 
ent lack of progress on control, both CFE 
[conventional forces in Europe] and 
START? 

Prime Minister Major. Well, insofar as 
CFE are concerned, Secretary Baker reaf- 
firmed what I said to Mr. Gorbachev 2 days 
ago about the resubordination of a larger 
amount of Soviet military to the Navy. I 
think Mr. Gorbachev has taken the point. 
It’s a matter he'll clearly have to look at. 
His military are a good deal more hard-line 
about that matter than I think he is, but I 


think he now understands the absolute im- 
perative of sticking with the CFE agree- 
ment that he signed. 

On START, I think there’s a general wish 
to proceed with the START talks again. We 
must hope that that proves to be possible. 
But we must make sure, in my judgment, 
that the CFE agreement itself is actually 
enacted before one can go too far on 
START. 

The President. I can’t add to that because 
the Baker-Gorbachev meeting and Baker- 
Bessmertnykh meetings have tracked very 
much what the Prime Minister has just said 
came out of his meeting. So, the Soviet posi- 
tion has been—I think the Prime Minister 
expressed it very well, and Jim Baker made 
clear, as did the Prime Minister in his meet- 
ings, that the naval infantry question must 
be resolved and that we’ve got to go for- 
ward to CFE agreement as we all—along 
the lines that we thought we were entering 
into. So, I have no difference at all there. 


Sanctions Against Iraq 


Q. Mr. President and Mr. Prime Minister, 
what kinds of steps do you think Iraq needs 
to take in order for the economic sanctions 
to be lifted, and is the supervised destruc- 
tion of their chemical weapons stockpile 
one of those steps that you think has to be 
takenP 

Prime Minister Major. 1 certainly would 
like to see the supervised destruction of 
their chemical weapons. I think that is ex- 
tremely important for future security in the 
Middle East. There are a raft of matters, 
most of which—all of which I think spring 
out of the Security Council resolutions of 
recent months that will need to be incorpo- 
rated in the cease-fire proposals. There’s a 
considerable amount we need to see. I 
think we do need to see, for example, the 
destruction of the chemical weapons; that’s 
certainly the case. 

I think there’s a good deal else we need 
to see. We need to make it absolutely clear, 
and it needs to be absolutely clear for the 
Iraqis, that they actually recognize the posi- 
tion that now exists in Kuwait and that that 
is going to be a permanent recognition. We 
need some assurances on that. 

I think we have to look at wider issues as 
well. We'll certainly have to look at the 
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question of arms control in the area. That’s 
a matter that will need to be developed, I 
think, very probably amongst the Perma- 
nent Five, though there are other mecha- 
nisms for doing it. 

The President. The only thing I could add 
to that, some arrangements for peacekeep- 
ing—perhaps a role for the United Nations, 
perhaps a role for an Arab force. But there’s 
a lot of details that have to follow. But the 
Prime Minister clicked off the major con- 
cerns that we have, and I would say, sir, 
that our coalition is united on this. 

Prime Minister Major. 1 think the two 
things, actually, one might actually add to 
that, of course, are the release of Kuwaiti 
detainees and perhaps some hypothecation 
of oil revenues in order to meet some of the 
loss and costs that have been incurred in 
Kuwait. 


European Security 


Q. There seems to be a growing discus- 
sion in Europe about a defense unit for the 
security of Europeans. What I’m wondering 
is whether, Mr. Bush, you see this as an 
exclusion of the U.S. and how you feel that 


may affect NATO? Because that’s been its 
traditional role. And Mr. Prime Minister, 
what’s your thoughts on it? 

The President. Vl be glad to start by 
saying certainly in the conversation that we 
had today there is no differences in terms 
of where the U.K. and the United States 
stand. I mean, I don’t think the United 
Kingdom is foreseeing the pulling out from 
our responsibilities for security by the 
United States. So, I had discussions of this 
with President Mitterrand, and there have 
been some nuances of difference, perhaps— 
not necessarily between the French and the 
United States but between some in Europe 
and the United States—and I think that 
they’re manageable differences. 

The United States has a key role. We 
think that we’ve performed that role ade- 
quately in the past, and we have every in- 
tention of fulfilling what is in our national 
security interest in the future. And I think 
the presence where we continue to have a 
strong NATO, for example, is in our inter- 
est. 

After all, though tensions are lessened, 
there still are a lot of question marks out 
there. But I can say in terms of my discus- 
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sions with the Prime Minister, I don’t think 
we have differences on this point, but I'll 
leave it to him. 

Prime Minister Major. There are abso- 
lutely no differences at all. NATO has very 
successfully kept the peace in Europe since 
the Second World War. It has been the cor- 
nerstone of the peace, and the American 
presence in NATO and the presence of 
their troops in Europe has been absolutely 
fundamental to the security of Europe. So 
we certainly would wish to see absolutely 
nothing that would damage that. 

I think what some of the Europeans are 
concerned about—and I think they’re right 
to be concerned about that—is the fact that 
Europe will need to make a greater propor- 
tionate contribution to the communal de- 
fense of Europe. But I think that is a contri- 
bution that will have to be channeled 
through NATO. And there’s no difference 
whatsoever between the United States and 
Britain on that point. 


Situation in Iraq 


Q. Both of you said you don’t want to see 
any more fighting in Iraq. I’m wondering, 
how do you intend to enforce the terms of 
the tent agreement? Would that be just an- 
other thing under the umbrella of lifting 
economic sanctions, or do you have some- 
thing else in mind? 

Prime Minister Major. 1 don’t think we 
want to go into detail about that. We’ve 
made it fairly clear to the Iraqis what we 
expect them to do. I think we must wait for 
them to do it. It’s our expectation that they 
both would and should. 

Q. Are you ruling out military action? 

The President. We’re not ruling anything 
in or out. But we’re making clear—as Gen- 
eral Schwarzkopf did, I think, just yester- 
day—that they must abide by agreements 
made, and there are many agreements in 
the future that we haven’t ironed out, many 
provisions in the future that we expect Iraq 
will comply with—the Prime Minister 
having set out a very good litany right here. 
So we’re not trying to elevate the chance of 
further military action. When we said cease- 
fire, we ceased firing, and we want to see 
that formalized. And that’s what we’re ap- 
proaching. And I won’t go into any hypoth- 
esis on that. 
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British-U.S. Role in the Middle East 


Q. The President spoke about the role for 
Britain and the United States as catalysts for 
peace. How do you see the two separate 
roles? Is there a specific role for Britain and 
not a specific role for the United States? 

The President. No, I don’t look at it that 
way, but we have separate initiatives. For 
example, the Prime Minister went over 
and, amongst his talks in the Middle East 
itself, he began exploring avenues for 
peace. Secretary Baker is doing that now on 
a trip that he took, and ending up—now I 
guess he’s on his way to Turkey. 

At each step of the way, each of us will 
be exploring, and then we'll have talks like 
this. There’s going to be probably some 
United Nations role to play. There’s going 
to be bilateral relations between our- 
selves—I’m speaking now for the United 
States and the State of Israel. We have com- 
munications now and contacts with Syria. I 
happen to think that that can be catalytic 
for peace. So we're not talking about an 
assignment to the United States to do A, B, 
and C, and for the U.K. to do what follows 
on—X, Y, and Z—or vice versa. And we had 
talks with Mr. Mitterrand about this. 

So, what we are trying to do is say, look, 
we now have a renewed Western credibil- 
ity—certainly coalition force credibility. 
And let’s use that to try to bring peace to 
Lebanon, try to bring peace to the Israel- 
Palestine area, the West Bank, et cetera, 
and try to bring peace and security and 
stability to the Gulf. And there isn’t one 
formula yet, and I don’t think there will be 
a single formula until a lot more consulta- 
tion has taken place. 

Some have suggested the instant conven- 
ing of an international conference. The 
policy of the United States has been, a con- 
ference at an appropriate time might be 
useful. That’s been our policy for the last 11 
years. But we are not going to urge that at 
this point until we see that it would be 
productive. 

You don’t want to have a conference and 
some people fail to show up, if presence 
there at the conference is an absolute sine 
qua non for success. So, we’re going to just 
keep talking, keep consulting, but not tarry. 
I do think that we ought to seize the 
moment. And I know that’s the goal of the 
United States, and I gather after these thor- 


ough consultations this morning that that is 
the view of the U.K. 


Soviet Role in the Middle East 


Q. Mr. President, you speak of the coali- 
tion force credibility. The Soviets are not 
part of that coalition. Secretary Baker met 
with the Soviets in the last couple of days. 
You two have discussed the Soviet role in 
the new Middle East. What is a valid role 
for the Soviets now, as not being a member 
of that coalition? Is it just a member of the 
United Nations? How far do we go with it? 

The President. Remember—you appropri- 
ately pointed on the United Nations. The 
Soviet Union’s state remains solidly with the 
United Kingdom, the United States, and 
others in the United Nations. Had that not 
been the case, obviously the United Nations 
would not have had the positive role that it 
had. I gather from just the preliminary 
report—not talking to him but a prelimi- 
nary report—that Mr. Zoellick passed along 
to me and to the Prime Minister that Jim 
Baker felt that, after talks with Gorbachev 
and Bessmertnykh, that the Soviets wanted 
to still play a constructive role. 

They have interests in the Middle East. 
We don’t view this as something that’s 
against us. And so, true, they were not in 
the coalition in the sense of having forces, 
but they worked very cooperatively with us 
at the United Nations and inasmuch as 
there’s going to be some—there should 
probably be some U.N. role, perhaps the 
blue helmets along some peacekeeping line, 
we want to continue to work with the Sovi- 
ets. We want to continue to keep that coop- 
eration. 

So, I don’t think their failure to have 
troops on the ground in the Middle East— 
which we didn’t ask them to do, incidental- 
ly—is a detriment to their playing a useful 
role for peace. They know a lot of the cast 
of characters there. I'd love to see them 
improve relations with the State of Israel. I 
think if they did that, that could be a very 
important point in how this peace is 
brought about. 

So, I see them, after the Baker talks—and 
again, I’d defer to the Prime Minister who 
did have his own talks with Mr. Gorbachev 
on that—but I see them as still wanting to 
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play a constructive—not obstruction but 
constructive role with whatever follows on. 

Prime Minister Major. 1 can certainly 
confirm that. In the discussions I had with 
Mr. Gorbachev less than a fortnight ago, he 
made that perfectly clear in perfectly clear 
terms that he wished to play a constructive 
role in an ongoing settlement in the Middle 
East. And I see no reason to doubt his bona 
fideness in that respect. 


Withdrawal of British Forces From Iraq 


Q. Prime Minister, if a formal cease-fire 
cannot be arranged until Saddam stops de- 
ploying his remaining forces, what does that 
mean for the timetable for the return of 
British forces back to the U.K.? And if 
American forces do become _ involved, 
would British forces become involved as 
well? 

Prime Minister Major. There are too 
many premises there that may not come 
about, to be precise. I don’t know precisely 
when we'll have a cease-fire. We’re looking 
at the moment at what a cease-fire resolu- 
tion might contain, and it may be quite a 
substantial resolution; there’s quite a lot to 
get in it. And I don’t think we can address 
those secondary questions until we have 
that resolution. It may be that we'll have 
one broadly ready to begin presenting at 
the end of next week, but I think there can 
be no certainty about that. 

At the moment, the return of British 
troops continues. We had Security Council 
resclutions to meet when we sent the 
troops there. Those Security Council resolu- 
tions have been met, and the troops are 
now returning home. But I think the other 
premises you raise can’t be answered at this 
stage. 

I think that is the last question we can 
take, I’m afraid. The British element of the 
press corps may be interested to know that 
England beat France 21-19. [Laughter] 

Thank you very much. 


U.S. Hostages in Lebanon 


Q. Mr. President, can you take a question 
on Terry Anderson, sir? Today starts his 
seventh year in captivity. What message 
would you send to him? 

The President. We're raising it every 
chance we get, and will continue to. 
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Note: The President’s 75th news conference 
began at 12:17 p.m. at Government House. 


Remarks at the Community Welcome 
for Returning Troops in Sumter, South 
Carolina 


March 17, 1991 


Thank you all. Thank you all very, very 
much. Thank you, Governor Campbell, 
thank you so very much. And thank you all 
for that warm welcome. Mayor Creech, 
thank you, sir. The City Council Chairman 
Gray, I thank you. To Senator Hollings and 
the distinguished Members of the House of 
Representatives who are with us today; my 
thanks to Nancy Thurmond, whose husband 
is away overseas, but one of the strongest 
supporters the military ever had—Senator 
Strom Thurmond, my thanks to him. And, 
General Olsen, to you, sir, my respects—just 
back from superb service overseas. I’m de- 
lighted to be on this platform with you. 

But most of all, thank you, Sumter. What 
a fantastic welcome. Thank you for your 
courage. Thank you for your sacrifice. 
Thank you for your example. And thank 
you for showing all what a great land this is. 
And thank you for letting me come and 
share in this, my first, but this wonderful 
reunion. I couldn’t be happier to be here. 
Thank you. 

What is it, what is it about Sumter and 
Sumter County that breeds war heroes? In 
this century alone, you have supplied some 
of our greatest warrior-citizens. General 
George Mabrey, who died just last year, was 
the second most decorated soldier in the 
history of the United States. And as many of 
you know, he helped train a young lieuten- 
ant colonel in Vietnam, and that colonel 
was General Norman Schwarzkopf. 

And of course, the coalition victory in 
Kuwait would not have been possible with- 
out General Chuck Horner. Mary Jo, we are 
delighted that you’re here with us today. 
Now stand up—{applause]. You see, for 
those of you who didn’t follow it—and that’s 
not many—General Horner merged people 
and plane from 30 bases here in the United 
States, 6 Navy carriers, the Marines, and 9 
allied nations into a seamless theater air 
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force. And he mapped out the most intense, 
most successful air assault in history. And 
we are very grateful to him. You see, it was 
that powerful, precise air assault that 
helped coalition forces crush Saddam’s war 
machine, while sparing innocent Iraqi citi- 
zens and while saving allied lives. Can you 
think of a better way to celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of Shaw Air Force Base than 
this? I can’t. It is fantastic. 

You don’t have to wear a star to be a 
hero. We’re surrounded by such people 
today. Let’s start with the mother of all 
units at Shaw, the headquarters. [Laughter] 
The 9th Air Force and the U.S. Central 
Command Air Forces. And let’s thank the 
363d Tactical Fighter Wing. [Applause] 
Look at these guys. And let’s thank the 
507th Tactical Air Control Wing. [Applause] 
And all the other units and tenant units 
here. And let’s not forget other South Caro- 
linians—the McIntyre Air National Guard 
Unit and the forces from all across this 
great State. 

For those of you who are a little groggy 
from last night’s flight home, welcome 
home. We’re delighted to have you all back. 
I can’t tell you how proud we are of each 
and every one of you. And to all our serv- 
icemen all across this country, we say thank 
you. And to the veterans of every conflict, 
we say thank you. And let this new spirit in 
our country give proper recognition to the 
Vietnam veterans. Their time has come. 

And to all of those who have returned 
from overseas, God bless you. Please stand 
up so we can see each and every one of 
you. There they are. [Applause] And to 
those who toil still over there, God bless 
them, too. You know, you all not only 
helped liberate Kuwait, you helped this 
country liberate itself from old ghosts and 
doubts. And when you left, it was still fash- 
ionable to question America’s decency, 
America’s courage, America’s resolve. No 
one, no one in the whole world doubts us 
anymore. 

What you did, you helped us revive the 
America of our old hopes and dreams. And 
this nation learned something else during 
Desert Storm: You don’t have to wear a 
uniform to be a war hero. Here, crowded 
on the bleachers, and out there in the field 
are heroes and heroines of all ages—moth- 
ers, fathers, sisters, brothers, children, 


neighbors, friends. And while you in the 
service were overseas—I’ve never seen any- 
thing like it—the loved ones and even 
strangers all across our great country hung 
out yellow ribbons, unfurled flags, sent let- 
ters and gifts to those of you overseas. And 
while you service men and women fought 
on distant sands, those you left behind 
talked and prayed. And I know that every 
little thought, every good wish, every whis- 
pered prayer somehow echoed in the hearts 
of the fighters far away. No one under- 
stands this magic, but it is the kind of bless- 
ing that enables good people to accomplish 
great deeds. 

But there is something very, very special 
about Sumter’s sacrifice and its triumph, 
and you all know it. I had the pleasure of 
visiting here in 1988. And since then, Hur- 
ricane Hugo ripped through 12,000 homes 
in this area, destroyed nearly $700-million 
worth of property in its high winds and 
pouring rains, shredded your homes and 
your neighborhoods, turned trees into 
tinder. Sumter gathered its strength after 
the storm and began literally to pick up the 
pieces. 

But just as things seemed to be turning 
around, the war erupted. And you did 
something extraordinary. You sent many of 
your finest men and women to serve. 
Troops departed. Reservists left their work- 
places. And some people, newly married, 
were separated by war. Mothers bore chil- 
dren to fathers who looked across the hori- 
zon at an unseen foe. 

Captain Dale Cormier died fighting for 
his country. And Captain Spike Thomas had 
to be plucked behind enemy lines. And, 
Captain Thomas, it’s great to see you here 
today, sir. Where is he? And while you're all 
standing, let me also salute Lieutenant 
Neck Dodson, who led your rescue. We’re 
glad he’s here, too. 

And as the war loomed, you in Sumter 
did not give in to despair or fear. You re- 
cruited new businesses and new jobs, and 
while the troops were away, you continued 
to build a new city, a better city—a city 
that is more like a large family. And you 
planted the seeds of prosperity among hard- 
ship’s ruin. And I’ve talked in recent weeks 
about America’s renewal, and today you 
feel it. You see it all around us here today. 
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And I’m amazed but never surprised at 
the incredible things our people do. Our 
success in the war showed that we take a 
backseat to no one when it comes to cour- 
age, ingenuity, decication to principle. But 
it also showed that we do great things when 
we trust our people. We would not have 
enjoyed such success if someone had tried 
to micromanage the war from Washington, 
DC. We entrusted the operations to Sum- 
ter’s products and heirs, and look where we 
are today. 

And I’m proud to say that we did it with- 
out arrogance around the world. We led 
without gloating or arrogance. And I think 
that’s an American tradition as well. 

You know—let me just say this in finale— 
look around you. Here is today’s triumph 
but also tomorrow’s hope. Here’s what we 
fight for: family, friends. Here is what we 
love. 

Thank you again for letting me be a part 
of this emotional homecoming. I'll never 
forget it as long as I live. God bless each 
and every one of you. Thank you very 
much. 


Note: The President spoke at 4:32 p.m. at 
Sumter Memorial Stadium. In his remarks, 
he referred to Rubin Gray, chairman of the 
Sumter County Council; Maj. Gen. Thomas 
Olsen, vice commander, 9th Air Force and 
Central Command Forces; Gen. H. Norman 
Schwarzkopf, commander of the U.S. forces 
in the Persian Gulf; Mary Jo Horner, wife 
of Lt. Gen. Charles Horner, commander, 
9th Air Forces and Central Command Air 


Forces; and President Saddam Hussein of 


Iraq. 


Remarks at the Presentation Ceremony 
for the Elie Wiesel Foundation 
Humanitarian Award and an Exchange 
With Reporters 


March 18, 1991 


Dr. Wiesel. This is the award presented 
to you, Mr. President. It reads: “To George 
Bush, for he defends the victims of dictator- 
ship and oppression with passion, courage, 
and fervor. Elie Wiesel Foundation for the 
Humanity. March 18, 1991.” 
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The President. It’s a great honor to re- 
ceive this. And it’s a special honor for me to 
receive it from you, a man I admire greatly. 
Thank you, sir, very very much. 

Dr. Wiesel. And this is the citation. 

Dear Mr. President: At another time, in 
another age, another President declared 
that “Victory has a thousand fathers.” But 
the most recent American triumph in the 
Gulf had only one father. And yet we are 
here today not only because you have 
brought about that magnificent victory. We 
of the Foundation have wished to honor 
you long before Saddam Hussein invaded 
Kuwait, thus becoming a symbol of dictator- 
ship and oppression. 

Mr. President, 10 months ago, we invited 
you to accept this award because we per- 
ceived in you those qualities that the whole 
world now celebrates today—your moral 
courage and unshakeable resolve. We knew 
that we shared the common belief that the 
world must change, not only for the United 
States and for the West, but for all human- 
ity. 

Among the tasks our Foundation has set 
for itself is the unrelenting examination of 
the roots of hate. Why are some nations 
trapped in a circle of evil? Why are some 
peoples the continual targets for persecu- 
tionP Why do tyrannies flourish in some 
parts of the world and not in others? 

These are the vital questions of our era— 
of any era. The difference is that for the 
first time in this tortured century we are 
truly on the threshold of “a new world 
order,” to use your inspiring and memora- 
ble phrase. 

Thanks to you, Mr. President, small na- 
tions feel more secure. Thanks to you, evil 
has been dealt a dramatic blow. Thanks to 
you, Mr. President, the last decade of the 
20th century may well be remembered for 
its quest for peace rather than its obsession 
with violence and death. 

As for Israel, Mr. President, I am sure 
that you are aware of the depths of our 
involvement with her trials and struggles. 
We thank you for your understanding of 
those trials and struggles. We thank you for 
the Patriots. We thank you for helping to 
rescue Jews from Ethiopia and the Soviet 
Union. 
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Mr. President, I, a refugee from Eastern 
Europe, am now a proud and loyal citizen 
of the United States. But spiritually I claim 
Israel’s destiny as my own. I do not live in 
Israel, and yet I cannot imagine living with- 
out Israel. 

We of the Foundation fervently hope that 
your administration will continue its re- 
sounding commitment to her security. 
Surely, she will remain our most steadfast 
ally in the Middle East. We are confident 
that persuasion other than pressure, trust 
rather than suspicion, will continue to 
govern your relationship with Jerusalem, 
whose prophetic message of peace is at the 
heart of its legacy. 

We believe in your vision, Mr. President. 
We believe in the dawn of the new world 
order. For that reason and many others, it is 
a privilege for us to honor you today. 

Signed Elie Wiesel. 

I shall sign it for you. 

The President. Please do. 

Dr. Wiesel. Mr. President, you have 
given out so many pens, I think the time 
has come for you to receive one. [Laughter] 

The President. 1 don’t give out such nice 
ones, though. [Laughter] This is beautiful. 
Thank you very much. 

Dr. Wiesel. 1 hope you will sign the 
peace agreement between Israel and the 
Arab States with this pen. 

The President. Well, we're going to try. 
We've just had a meeting with our Secre- 
tary of State who had good visits in Israel 
and in other countries. So, we want to seize 
the moment. We want to go forward now 
while there is this feeling of good will and 
then common agreement—common posi- 
tion on things that have not always been 
agreed. I’m thinking of the common stand 
in getting rid of Saddam’s military offense. 

So, we will try hard, sir. But I am very 
honored with this and grateful to you. Re- 
ceiving it from this one is very special to 
me, I'll tell you. Thank you, sir, very much. 
Thank you. 


Middle East Peace Process 

Q. Dr. Wiesel, what precisely would you 
like to see the President do to achieve that 
kind of peace in the Middle East? What do 
you think is necessary? 

Dr. Wiesel. 1 think the President should 
be himself, a man who listens. I have 


known the President for some years—when 
he was still Vice President—and he was 
always listening. I think the President 
knows how to listen and knows how to 
make people talk. What I would like the 
President to do, of course, is to listen to 
Israel’s fears, just as Israel should listen to 
the President’s hopes. 

Q. Mr. President, can you share anything 
with us about your talk with Secretary 
Baker? 

The President. No. We just met for 45 
minutes, and then we'll be meeting again, 
either today or tomorrow. But I responded 
to a question down either in Bermuda or in 


-Martinique, where I said that there is 


reason to be hopeful. And I think he found 
not just in Israel but in other capitals a 
recognition of the fact that we ought to try 
to go forward. And I think the climate for 
fulfilling some of these hopes is probably 
better than it’s ever been. And I’m talking 
about on all sides out there. So we will be 
working very hard. But there’s no—I don’t 
want to add any specifics. He has some spe- 
cific ideas that we need to talk about here. 

But I found the Secretary of State, in 
spite of an arduous trip, hopeful that we 
can move forward. And we're certainly 
going to try. We are not going to miss this 
opportunity. 

Q. What’s the next step, Mr. President? 

The President. Well, there are a lot of 
next steps. Of course, one of them relates— 
there’s three areas, as you know: the Leba- 
non, the Israel question with Palestine and 
all of that, and then, obviously, the Gulf. 
And so the next steps—the earlier, practical 
steps have to be in getting a cease-fire in 
the Gulf area. But we will go forward, 
trying our best to do that, using the United 
Nations structure, inasmuch as we’re oper- 
ating under the U.N. resolutions there. That 
is not the case, necessarily, say, in the Leba- 
non. 

I don’t think the American people ought 
to think that you can wave a wand and 
solve all three of these very difficult prob- 
lems at once. But all I know is, I think the 
United States is in a stronger position, a 
more credible position to be the most im- 
portant catalyst for peace, and that has 
been reinforced by what Secretary Baker 
has told me—what he’s found in Moscow, 
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what he’s found in the Arab countries, what 
he’s found in Israel. 


Q. He spoke during his trip of a window 
of opportunity here to try to find elements 
of peace. Is that window narrow? Does that 
window close after a certain length of time 
here just because, in part, of some of the 
frustrations and failures of the past in that 
region? 

The President. Well, I think the longer 
one waits to take any initiatives, the danger 
is things revert back to a status quo. And I 
think that will be unacceptable. And so 
we're working on these two tracks as it re- 
lates to the State of Israel, trying to get 
peace going between countries that had 
been at war and then try to have sugges- 
tions for the solution of the Palestinian 
question that has avoided us for a long, long 
time—avoided the countries and various in- 
dividuals in the area. 

So, we’re going to try. But I’m not put- 
ting any timeframe on this, Norm [Norm 
Sandler, United Press International]. All I’m 
saying is that while people are thinking 
peace and while it is clear that a major 
threat has been diminished, we ought to try 
to move forward now. And I like very much 
the—I would say, the endorsement by Dr. 
Wiesel of this concept of a new world 
order, because encompassed in that are 
countries living at peace that have hereto- 
fore been at war. And that’s what we’re 
going to be trying to—— 

Q. Are you encouraged by the —— 

Q. the talks with Syria? 


The President. Well, I think that there’s 
some good talks there. We still have differ- 
ences, as everyone knows. But let’s find 
common ground. Let’s see if we can take 
these historic enmities and bring them— 
eliminate them. And that’s what we’re 
going to try to do. But nobody is suggesting 
it’s easy, including the Secretary of State, 
who tried very hard. 

Q. What is the state of play, Mr. Presi- 
dent, now on a permanent cease-fire? Are 
you going to the U.N. this week? 

The President. Well, there will be some 
U.N. action this week, I think, or certainly 
U.N. consultation is already beginning. But 
we've got to work out between the coali- 
tion partners, get common ground between 
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the coalition partners. But broadly speak- 
ing, people know what is required. I would 
like to see us reduce the flow of weapons 
into the area, which is an important—could 
be an important part of this. But there are a 
lot of other difficult points. 


iraq must pay reparations or pay dam- 
ages. The more one looks at the environ- 
mental terrorism that they embraced, that 
they brought about, the more the world un- 
derstands that they have got to do some- 
thing about that. So how do you do it? Well, 
they are potentially a wealthy country. The 
trouble is they’ve taken all that wealth and 
spread it into weapons and then into ag- 
gression. And the aggression has been 
checked, but now we've got to see that 
they use their resources for helping their 
own people. And that’s a little complicated, 
given the three areas of contest right now— 
almost combat right now—the south, up to 
the north, and then some in Baghdad itself. 


So anyway, all of these areas have to be 
dealt with. And we're trying. We’re begin- 
ning to go to work on all of them. 


Q. Mr. President, do you think Arab 
countries are willing to talk to Israel, and is 
there a genuine reciprocal view? 

The President. Well, Secretary Baker had 
good discussions with Prime Minister 
Shamir on that. He had good discussions 
with the heads of many other governments 
on that. Talked to the Soviets about that, 
who still have an interest in the Middle 
East. And so we'll just wait and see how all 
that develops. But I would hope that that 
would prove to be the case. Israel has re- 
stated its willingness to talk, and I think 
that’s a very great thing. 


Thank you all. 


Q. When will you go to the Middle East? 
The President. No plans yet. It’s not set. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:10 a.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to President Saddam 
Hussein of Iraq and Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir of Israel. A tape was not available 
for verification of the content of these re- 
marks. 
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Executive Order 12756—Continuance 
of the President’s Drug Advisory 
Council 


March 18, 1991 


By the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent by the Constitution and the laws of 
the United States of America, and in ac- 
cordance with the provisions of the Federal 
Advisory Committee Act, as amended (5 
U.S.C. App. 2), it is hereby ordered as fol- 
lows: 

Section 1. The President’s Drug Advisory 
Council, established by Executive Order 
No. 12696, is continued until November 13, 
1993. 

Sec. 2. The second sentence of Section 
l(a) of Executive Order No. 12696 is 
amended by deleting “30” and inserting 
“35” in lieu thereof. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
March 18, 1991. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 10:41 a.m., March 19, 1991) 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the President’s Telephone 
Conversation With Deputy President 
Nelson Mandela of the African 
National Congress 


March 18, 1991 


On March 6 the President spoke by tele- 
phone with Nelson Mandela, the Deputy 
President of the African National Congress. 
The President and Mr. Mandela had an ex- 
tended conversation on developments in 
South Africa, focusing on the issue of sanc- 
tions, and on the Persian Gulf situation. Mr. 
Mandela recognized that the President will 
act on the issue of sanctions at the appropri- 
ate time, when the conditions in the Com- 
prehensive Anti-Apartheid Act of 1986 are 
met. The President stated that numerous 
changes are taking place in South Africa 
and that it is necessary to keep working for 
this change to continue. The President as- 
sured Mr. Mandela that we will consult fully 
with him in the months ahead. On the Gulf, 


Mr. Mandela reviewed the ANC position. 
The President outlined the coalition’s ef- 
forts and goals, and indicated areas of dis- 
agreement with ANC views. It was a friend- 
ly conversation. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the Appointment of Members of the 
Czech and Slovak-American Enterprise 
Fund 


March 18, 1991 


The President today announced the 
members of the Board of Directors of the 
Czech and Slovak-American Enterprise 
Fund. The President is extremely pleased 
that these distinguished leaders, represent- 
ing a wide range of professional diversity, 
have agreed to serve on the Board. The 
U.S. Directors are: 


John R. Petty, former chairman and CEO of the 
Marine Midland Bank (Chairman) 

David O. Maxwell, former chairman and CEO of 
Fannie Mae [Federal National Mortgage Asso- 
ciation] 

Julia M. Walsh, managing director of Tucker/ 
Anthony, Inc. 

Charles A. Vanik, former Member of Congress 
and attorney with the law firm of Squire, Sand- 
ers & Dempsey 

Milan Ondrus, retired vice president (Europe) of 
the FMC Corp. 


Similar to the Polish and Hungarian- 
American Enterprise Funds already estab- 
lished, the new Fund will support private 
sector development. The administration in- 
tends to make an initial grant of $5 million 
to the Fund from money appropriated this 
fiscal year for East European assistance in 
the foreign affairs operations bill. The ad- 
ministration will be seeking a total $60 mil- 
lion authorization from Congress for the 
Fund. 

The Fund will be a private, nonprofit or- 
ganization. The five American members of 
the Board of Directors will be joined by 
Czech and Slovak representatives at a later 
date. The Fund will maintain appropriate 
records of its activities and will file an 
annual report that includes a statement of 
an independent auditor. 
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The Czech and Slovak-American Enter- 
prise Fund may make loans, grants, and 
equity investments, in addition to sponsor- 
ing technical assistance, training, and other 
measures designed to foster the growth of a 
private business in all sectors of the Czecho- 
slovak economy. As the President said in 
announcing this initiative during his visit to 
Prague last November, the Fund will “help 
unleash the creativity and drive of the 
Czech and Slovak peoples” as they build a 
free market economy and stable democratic 
rule. 


Remarks at a White House Briefing for 
the National Leadership of the 
Hispanic Alliance for Free Trade 


March 19, 1991 


Thank you for that warm welcome, and 
welcome to the White House. I’m delighted 
to see our traveling Secretary of Com- 
merce, Bob Mosbacher, just back from 
Kuwait, looking good—a little jet lag on 
him. [Laughter] But he’s doing an outstand- 
ing job over there at Commerce. And also 
on my left over here, Carla Hills, who is our 
Trade Representative—Ambassador Hills, 
working very, very hard on the subject that 
I want to talk to you today about, hard and 
effectively. And, of course, Dr. Boskin, I 
assume you know—that I rely very heavily 
on him on all matters economic. So you 
have our first team here. And that includes 
Barbara Bush. And I think it’s very appro- 
priate that Mexico’s able Ambassador, Am- 
bassador Petricioli, be with us. Welcome, 
sir. 

But I haven’t done the personal name 
check, but I am told that the people gath- 
ered here span 50 States, from California to 
New York to Florida—I don’t know why 
they left out Texas. [Laughter] Hometown 
heroes who are here to really—to put it in 
perspective, to help lead us into the 2lst 
century. That also brings to mind, obvious- 
ly, another group of heroes—the heroes 
that we see on television almost every night 
now, in those very emotional scenes of 
people coming home, stepping off the 
planes and into the history books—the cou- 
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rageous men and women of Operation 
Desert Storm. 

But thinking of them, and looking around 
at this gathering of friends, I can’t help but 
think of the incredible contributions that 
Hispanic-Americans have made to the de- 
fense of this country, in peacetime and in 
war, 38 Congressional Medals of Honor. I 
think of heroes like Captain Rivera, Manuel 
Rivera, who grew up in the South Bronx 
and became an accomplished Marine pilot. 
One of the first to fall in the air war over 
the Gulf. And he had dreams of becoming 
an astronaut. And today he has taken his 
place in the stars, so that we might find a 
better way on Earth. 

The coalition triumph in the Gulf serves 
to remind us how much the world contin- 
ues to look to the United States of America 
for leadership. And it reminded us also that 
we are a great nation, capable of great 
things at home and abroad. As I said in my 
recent address to the joint session of the 
United States Congress, the real way to 
honor the sacrifice of our troops is to roll up 
our sleeves and for. me, the rest of us in the 
White House to work with the Congress to 
help build a better America, a better world, 
a better tomorrow. 

We've gathered here today to seize an 
historic opportunity to do just exactly that. 
Earlier this month, I sent up to the Con- 
gress our request for an extension of the 
Fast Track procedures for implementing 
new trade agreements. It’s a simple con- 
cept. For the better part of this century, 
this nation has recognized that trade agree- 
ments require a special kind of cooperation 
between Congress and the _ executive 
branch. Through Fast Track authority, Con- 
gress has made sure that the President 
went to the table equipped with the same 
bargaining powers as his counterpart: the 
ability to ensure that an agreement reached 
overseas would be the agreement voted 
upon at home. 

Many of you know what it’s like to run a 
business. And you understand how critical it 
is to have this simple authority to reach 
across the table and shake hands on a deal. 

No one’s asking for carte blanche. We still 
have to bring back the best agreement pos- 
sible—bring it back to the “home office,” if 
you will—back to Congress for a vote. But 
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at least Fast Track gives us the authority to 
get the deal in writing—so that it can be 
presented to Congress for an up or down 
vote. I can assure the Congress again today 
that, knowing our able Trade Ambassador, 
we're not going to make a bad deal. We’re 
not going to bring back a deal to the Con- 
gress that they’re going to have to turn 
down. 

We need an extension of this Fast Track 
authority right now to pursue critical new 
trade initiatives of unprecedented promise, 
like the Uruguay round—we’ve got to com- 
plete that successfully; the Enterprise for 
the Americas Initiative, that means so much 
in our hemisphere; and the North American 
free trade agreement. Fast Track authority 
gives us the chance to negotiate agreements 
that help everyone concerned. 

And as with every good business deal— 
everybody wins. A vote against the exten- 
sion of the Fast Track authority would cut 
off the chance to negotiate any new agree- 
ments. Simply put, a vote against Fast 
Track is a vote against trade, against our- 
selves, against our neighbors. And if we do 
not move forward—a fast track—then we’re 
going to face a dead end, in my view. 

In order to sustain the expansion of ex- 
ports and of economic growth, we must 
continue our efforts to open up these world 
markets. Ambassador Hills is working, as I 
said, very hard to achieve success in the 
Uruguay round—to open up markets to USS. 
goods and services worldwide. The free- 
trade talks with Mexico and Canada and our 
Enterprise for the Americas Initiatives are 
designed to strengthen U.S. ties with our 
neighbors to the south. 

Relations—and most of you in this room 
know this—relations between the United 
States of America and Mexico have never 
been better. Mexico has a bold new Presi- 
dent, Carlos Salinas. And he’s reformed that 
economy dramatically—almost miraculous- 
ly. And he’s extended the hand of friend- 
ship to the United States of America, and 
I’ve been proud on your behalf to reach out 
and shake that hand. 

But I want to pledge to you today that I 
will do my part to build on that friendship 
and work to create an even closer partner- 
ship between nations. Fair and free trade 
between our countries will help Mexico. 
But in my view, these important steps are 


in the best interest of the United States of 
America. They'll help us as well. Our ties 
with Mexico, let’s face it—and everyone 
here knows it—go well beyond the bounds 
of commerce. We share cultures, heritages, 
families. And we—millions of Americans— 
trace their roots to Latin America. The 
genius and the vitality of the Latin culture 
have added new sparkle to our lives, our 
culture, our great country. 

We want to do our best to continue culti- 
vating that genius and that vitality. Here, 
Hispanic businessmen and businesswomen 
are a critical American resource. You’ve 
been at the forefront of our trade, many in 
this room, right there in the forefront of the 
trade with not just Mexico but with Latin 
America. You speak the language; you un- 
derstand the culture. And it’s your determi- 
nation, ingenuity, and vision that have 
driven you to create businesses that fuel our 
economy and enrich our lives. 

And that’s why we need your help. That’s 
why I’m delighted that you accepted this 
invitation to come to the White House 
today. We need your help. There’s a lot of 
Members of the United States Congress that 
don’t understand the importance of Fast 
Track authority yet. We need you to tell 
them that you back the Fast Track—to 
clear the way for the Uruguay round, the 
Enterprise for the Americas and, indeed, 
the North American free trade zone—obvi- 
ously, free trade agreement that obviously 
has Mexico as a vital part of it. 

A North American free trade area would 
unite 360 million consumers; a total output 
of $6 trillion. And by boosting economic 
prosperity in Mexico, Canada, and the 
United States, it will help us move forward 
on issues that concern all of us. Issues such 
as drugs and education, immigration, and 
the environment. 

Let me just take that environment for a 
second—one example. Country by country 
around the world, the people of the more 
developed nations enjoy cleaner rivers, 
purer air, better health, longer lives than 
their less developed counterparts. Develop- 
ment and prosperity mean less pollution, 
not more. In this way, the good you do 

etoday can mean good news not only for the 
people of your hometowns but also for the 
people of your homelands. Everybody wins. 
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Every nation has much to gain from a new 
era of open doors and open minds and open 
trade: a future of sustained economic 
growth, lasting regional stability, lower 
prices and greater choices for consumers. 
More jobs—not less—more jobs will come 
out of these agreements—and an improved 
standard of living for our people and, yes, 
for our neighbors. 

Today is an auspicious day to launch this 
effort. For today in California the swallows 
return to Capistrano. And it’s a harbinger of 
spring. You can tell from my hay fever; 
we've got it right here. [Laughter] A time 
of change, new growth, and new begin- 
nings. And across the continent from the 
Yukon to the Yucatan, you can be a part— 
all of you—of this vision for the new world. 
A community of nations, prosperous and 
free, the cornerstone of the world’s first 
fully democratic hemisphere. Think of that. 
We're on the verge of that right here. 

And yes, many challenges remain. Of 
course they do. Obstacles remain. But you 
can make a difference. You can encourage 
support for these bold new initiatives. And 
you can encourage Congress to act to pro- 
vide new markets, new jobs, new business 
opportunities for all Americans. 

I understand the buses are parked out- 
side. And I think it’s time to jump-start this 
effort. And it’s time to charge up the hill, 
strike down the barriers, and open up 
trade. So, there’s a lot of excitement in the 
world. The recent events in the Gulf have 
kind of obscured the changes in Eastern 
Europe. And I think for a while they’ve 
obscured the fantastic moves towards de- 
mocracy in this hemisphere. But now we’re 
getting back in focus. We’ve won that war, 
and now what we’ve got to do is extend 
opportunities for all Americans. 

I take enormous personal pride in the 
fact that our relations with Mexico and 
countries to the south have never been 
better. And I can pledge to each and every 
one of you that I’m going to do my level 
best as President, as long as I am privileged 
to live in this house, to continue to improve 
relations with these countries. But now I’m 
asking for your help. And I will take this 
opportunity to look over at those cameras 
and ask the Congress of the United States to 
give us the authority that we need to move 
things forward. 
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Thank you. And God bless the United 
States of America. 


Note: The President spoke at 2:02 p.m. in 
the East Room at the White House. In his 
opening remarks, he referred to Michael J. 
Boskin, Chairman of the Council of Eco- 
nomic Advisers. 


Remarks to the Points of Light 
Foundation 


March 19, 1991 


I know you’ve had a full day, but let me, 
belatedly, give you a very warm welcome 
to the White House and say that it’s a pleas- 
ure to come over here to join this briefing 
of the Points of Light Foundation. I’m 
pleased to serve as honorary chairman. 
And, of course, the directors, many here 
today—and I am indebted to each and 
every one of you who are taking these lead- 
ership roles. 

Let me just begin by a few words of 
thanks and praise. Those gathered here 
today and the many other media executives 
all across the country whom you represent 
have done so much for so many years to 
shine the bright floodlight of recognition on 
those in our communities reaching out to 
help those in need. And if, as they say, a 
nation is what it honors, in many places in 
America you’ve helped make us understand 
that our nation is one that admires those 
who serve the needs of others. 

By recognizing and honoring these other- 
wise unsung heroes and heroines who each 
day in a quiet and selfless way confront 
drug abuse and illiteracy, hunger, and 
homelessness, and do what they can to 
defeat them, you are showing all of Amer- 
ica that every social problem is being solved 
somewhere and that every one of us can 
play a role in solving the problems. Every- 
one can be a Point of Light. 

The Points of Light that I understand you 
have heard from today are part of real and 
gripping stories in America that really are 
making life better. They’re taking on diffi- 
cult problems and conquering them. And 
I’m even more convinced today than I have 
ever been that Points of Light are a critical 
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answer to America’s social problems. This 
approach isn’t a dodge for responsibility of 
any level of government. It’s something 
much, much, more fundamental, it seems to 
me, than any level of government. 

With the new surge of patriotism and the 
resurgence of national pride that has just 
captivated America, and then our age-old 
“can do” spirit, it seems to me that the 
country is ready as never before in recent 
memory to rise to the challenge of meeting 
the needs of those around us here at home. 
And this is where you all come in. Now, is 
the time to carry this Points of Light mes- 
sage into every home in America and to 
persuade every American that any defini- 
tion of a successful life must include serving 
others. 

Far more than any one speech or bro- 
chure, the media can educate and persuade 
and inspire. And your antidrug campaign, 
for example, is changing a whole genera- 
tion’s attitudes about drugs. We’ve got a 
long way to go, but the change is there. 
And I think it’s exciting, and I hope it’s 
contagious. 

The Saatchi and Saatchi PSA’s that you’ve 
seen, that Barbara and I looked at last 
night, I’m convinced begin to move the 
whole Nation to find in serving others the 
meaning and fulfillment in life that all of us 
are seeking. I want to thank the Saatchi 
team that I met with earlier, thank the Ad- 
vertising Council for many long hours of 
dedication and devotion to producing some 
of the finest ads and some of the most 
moving ads that I believe I’ve ever seen. 

By changing attitudes about the appeal of 
service and showing examples of small ways 
in which each of us can make a big differ- 
ence, these ads can help. They can help 
achieve our shared mission for the Nation: 
to make direct and consequential communi- 
ty service directed at serious social prob- 
lems central to the life and work of every 
American. 

And so I’m asking you to find ways to 
give these messages the prominence they 
deserve. And, in addition, because you are 
each a vital link to and among the citizens 
within your communities, | hope you'll re- 
double your efforts to find and celebrate 
the Points of Light where you are. With 
your help, every American can be called to 
do something good and feel something real. 


Thank you for coming to the White 
House, for all the good you’ve already done, 
and for the good work I know you'll do in 
the days ahead. I am totally committed to 
this concept and I want to assure Ray 
Chambers, Dick Munro, everybody— 
Gregg—that I will do my level best to help 
in every way possible. 

Thank you all very, very much for being 
with us today. Thank you. 


Note: The President spoke at 3:54 p.m. in 
Room 450 of the Old Executive Office 
Building. In his remarks, he referred to 
Raymond G. Chambers and J. Richard 
Munro, cochairmen of the Points of Light 
Foundation; and C. Gregg Petersmeyer, 
Deputy Assistant to the President and Di- 
rector of the Office of National Service. He 
also referred to public service announce- 
ments produced by Saatchi and Saatchi, a 
New York advertising firm. 


Message to the Senate Transmitting the 
Congo-United States Investment Treaty 


March 19, 1991 


To the Senate of the United States: 

With a view to receiving the advice and 
consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans- 
mit herewith the Treaty Between the 
United States of America and the People’s 
Republic of the Congo Concerning the Re- 
ciprocal Encouragement and Protection of 
Investment, signed at Washington on Feb- 
ruary 12, 1990. I transmit also, for the infor- 
mation of the Senate, the report of the De- 
partment of State with respect to this 
treaty. 

The Bilateral Investment Treaty (BIT) 
program, initiated in 1981, is designed to 
encourage and protect U.S. investment. The 
treaty is an integral part of U.S. efforts to 
encourage the Congo and other govern- 
ments to adopt macroeconomic and struc- 
tural policies that will promote economic 
growth. It is also fully consistent with U.S. 
policy toward international investment. 
That policy holds that an open international 
investment system in which participants re- 
spond to market forces provides the best 
and most efficient mechanism to promote 
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global economic development. A specific 
tenet, reflected in this treaty, is that U.S. 
direct investment abroad and foreign in- 
vestment in the United States should re- 
ceive fair, equitable, and nondiscriminatory 
treatment. Under this treaty, the Parties 
also agree to international law standards for 
expropriation and compensation; to free fi- 
nancial transfers; and to procedures, includ- 
ing international arbitration, for the settle- 
ment of investment disputes. 

I recommend that the Senate consider 
this treaty as soon as possible and give its 
advice and consent to ratification of the 
treaty at an early date. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
March 19, 1991. 


Message to the Senate Transmitting 
Protocols to the International 


Convention for the Safety of Life at 
Sea and the International Convention 
on Load Lines 


March 19, 1991 


To the Senate of the United States: 

I transmit herewith, for the advice and 
consent of the Senate to ratification, the 
Protocol of 1988 Relating to the Interna- 
tional Convention for the Safety of Life at 
Sea, 1974, with Annex, and the Protocol of 
1988 Relating to the International Conven- 
tion on Load Lines, 1966, with Annexes. 
Both Protocols were done at London No- 
vember 11, 1988, and signed by the United 
States April 6, 1989, subject to ratification. I 
also transmit, for the information of the 
Senate, the report of the Department of 
State with respect to the Protocols. 


These Protocols are designed to standard- 
ize the inspection intervals and the periods 
of validity of the certificates required under 
the 1974 International Convention for the 
Safety of Life at Sea, as amended (SOLAS), 
and the 1966 International Convention on 
Load Lines (Load Lines Convention). Entry 
into force of the 1988 Protocols will reduce 
the number of ship visits by inspectors, as 
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well as the time a ship must be withdrawn 
from service for inspection and survey, 
thereby representing a significant improve- 
ment to the existing system. The surveys 
and certifications of ships required by the 
SOLAS and Load Lines Conventions will be 
accomplished in a more efficient manner, 
bringing the international system to a level 
more consistent with U.S. domestic inspec- 
tion requirements. The United States Coast 
Guard, the American Bureau of Shipping, 
shipyards, and, most important, shipowners 
and seafarers will benefit as a result. In ad- 
dition, the additional survey requirements 
will improve the level of safety of foreign 
ships entering U.S. ports, thus having a posi- 
tive impact on the environment. 


The 1988 Protocol to the Load Lines 
Convention also contains amendments to 
the regulations of the Convention that re- 
place amendments previously adopted, but 
that to date have not entered into force. I, 
therefore, desire to withdraw from the 
Senate the following treaties: 


Amendments to the International Con- 
vention on Load Lines, 1966, adopted at 
London November 15, 1979 (Treaty Docu- 
ment 97-14, 97th Congress, Ist Session); 

Amendments to the International Con- 
vention on Load Lines, 1966, adopted at 
London November 17, 1983 (Treaty Docu- 
ment 100-12, 100th Congress, 2nd Session). 


The United States has played an active 
and vital role in the negotiation of the 1988 
Protocols to the Safety of Life at Sea and 
Load Lines Conventions and in promoting 
and developing the concept of a harmo- 
nized system of certification. Early ratifica- 
tion of the 1988 Protocols by the United 
States should encourage similar actions by 
other nations. 


I recommend that the Senate give early 
and favorable consideration to these Proto- 
cols and give its advice and consent to rati- 
fication. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
March 19, 1991. 
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Message to the Congress Transmitting a 
Report on United States Government 
Activities in the United Nations 

March 19, 1991 


To the Congress of the United States: 

I am pleased to transmit herewith a 
report of the activities of the United States 
Government in the United Nations and its 
affiliated agencies during calendar year 
1989, the first year of my Administration. 
The report is required by the United Na- 
tions Participation Act (Public Law 264, 
79th Congress; 22 U.S.C. 287b). 


George Bush 


The White House, 
March 19, 1991. 


Executive Order 12757— 
Implementation of the Enterprise for 
the Americas Initiative 

March 19, 1991 


By the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent by the Constitution and the laws of 
the United States of America, including the 
Agricultural Trade Development and Assist- 
ance Act of 1954 (“Act”), as amended by 
section 1512 of Public Law 101-624, it is 
hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. The functions vested in the 
President by sections 603, 604, 611, and 
614 of the Act are delegated to the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury (“Secretary”), who shall 
exercise such functions in accordance with 
recommendations of the National Advisory 
Council on International Monetary and Fi- 
nancial Policies (“Council’’), as established 
by Executive Order No. 11269 of February 
14, 1966. The Secretary of State, when nec- 
essary, shall report to the Council regarding 
the need to review the implementation of 
environmental programs pursuant to sec- 
tion 611 of the Act. 

Sec. 2. (a) For purposes of section 1 of this 
order only, the membership of the Council 
shall be expanded to include the following: 
the Secretary of Agriculture, the Director 
of the Office of Management and Budget, 
the Chairman of the Council of Economic 
Advisers, the Chairman of the Council on 


Environmental Quality, and the Administra- 
tor of the Environmental Protection 
Agency. 

(b) Whenever matters being considered 
by the Council may be of interest to an 
agency not represented on the Council, the 
chairperson may invite a representative of 
such agency to participate in meetings and 
deliberations of the Council. 

(c) In the event of a disagreement among 
agencies represented on the Council, the 
Secretary shall refer the issue to the appro- 
priate Cabinet-level body designated by the 
President. 

Sec. 3. (a) The functions vested in the 
President by section 607 of the Act are del- 
egated to the Secretary of State, in consulta- 
tion with the Department of the Treasury, 
the Department of Agriculture, the Depart- 
ment of Commerce, the Council on Envi- 
ronmental Quality, the Environmental Pro- 
tection Agency, the Agency fo: Iternation- 
al Development, and any other agency de- 
termined by the Secretary of State to have 
an interest in an environmental framework 
agreement. 

(b) Pursuant to section 610(c) of the Act, 
the Environment for the Americas Board 
shall also advise the Secretary of State on 
the negotiations of the environmental 
framework agreements. 

(c) The Secretary of State shall ensure 
that the elements and requirements for the 
Administering Bodies established in section 
607(c) of the Act shall be included in the 
environmental framework agreements. 

Sec. 4. (a) The five U.S. Government 
members of the Environment for the Amer- 
icas Board (“Board”) established by section 
610 of the Act shall be representatives from 
the Department of State, the Department 
of the Treasury, the Environmental Protec- 
tion Agency, the Agency for International 
Development, and the _ Inter-American 
Foundation. 

(b) The Department of Commerce, the 
Department of Agriculture, and other ap- 
propriate agencies may each send repre- 
sentatives to the meetings of the Board, and 
such representatives may participate in the 
activities of the Board. 

(c) The representative from the Depart- 
ment of the Treasury shall be the chairper- 
son of the Board. The representative from 
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the Department of State shall be the vice 
chairperson of the Board. The representa- 
tive from the Environmental Protection 
Agency shall serve as secretary of the 
Board. 

(1) The chairperson shall be responsible 
for presiding over the meetings of the 
Board, ensuring that the views of all other 
participants are taken into account, and co- 
ordinating with other appropriate agencies 
in assisting the Board in its review of the 
fiscal audits conducted pursuant to section 
607(c\4) of the Act. 

(2) The vice chairperson shall be responsi- 
ble for serving as liaison between the Board 
and local governments, local nongovern- 
mental organizations, and the local Admin- 
istering Bodies in Latin America and the 
Caribbean, and for coordinating the inter- 
national activities related to programs 
funded under the Act. 

(3) The secretary of the Board shall be 
responsible for coordinating the preparation 
of materials for Board discussion, including 
the technical reviews of the annual pro- 
grams and reports required to be submitted 
to the Board under section 607(c\5) and 
(cX6) of the Act, and for preparing official 
minutes of Board discussions. 

(d) The four private nongovernmental or- 
ganization members of the Board shall be 
chosen by the President. 

Sec. 5. No new agreement under Title I 
of the Agricultural Trade Development and 
Assistance Act of 1954, as amended by sec- 
tion 1512 of Public Law 101-624, and no 
new credit agreement under the Food for 
Progress Act of 1985 shall be entered into 
with any country that is in default with re- 
spect to the payment of principal or inter- 
est on any obligation issued pursuant to sec- 
tion 604 of the Act unless such country 
meets its obligations or unless the President 
so authorizes. 

Sec. 6. This order is intended only to im- 
prove the internal management of the exec- 
utive branch and is not intended to create 
any right or benefit, substantive or proce- 
dural, enforceable at law by a party against 
the United States, its agencies, its officers, 
or any person. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
March 19, 1991. 
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[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 9:13 a.m., March 20, 1991] 


Proclamation 6261—National County 
Government Week, 1991 


March 19, 1991 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Although many Americans are just begin- 
ning to understand its special role in our 
Federal system, county government has a 
long and rich history in the United States. 
In fact, it is one of the oldest forms of local 
government in America, existing before 
many States and cities. Colonists divided 
part of Virginia into eighi shires or counties 
as early as 1634, and the first counties in 
Massachusetts were formed in 1643. Today 
approximately 98 percent of the Nation’s 
people reside in counties. 

During the 1800s and the early part of 
this century, the primary functions of 
county government involved the adminis- 
tration of justice, law enforcement, and the 
building and maintenance of roads. In 
recent decades, however, the responsibil- 
ities of county government have grown 
enormously. 

The duties of our Nation’s county govern- 
ments now range from the preservation of 
public safety to environmental protection. 
While every county is unique, these govern- 
ment entities direct housing and communi- 
ty development programs; they maintain 
parks, airports, and transit systems; and 
they work to solve area-wide problems such 
as air and water pollution, solid waste dis- 
posal, and drug trafficking. For many ill, 
elderly, and low-income Americans, the 
county is often the only available source of 
help in obtaining health care and other 
social services. The National Association of 
Counties reports that county governments, 
employing more than 2.9 million people, 
spent almost $111 billion in 1990 to provide 
services to the public. 

National County Government Week is a 
fitting time to reaffirm the continued im- 
portance of a strong partnership between 
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City, County, State, and Federal Govern- 
ment—particularly in areas such as educa- 
tion, transportation, and the fight against 
drug abuse. In recent years, more and more 
Americans have realized what many have 
known all along: that the answer to many of 
the problems before us can be found, not in 
bigger Federal Government, but in effec- 
tive local leadership and cooperation be- 
tween citizens and public officials at all 
levels. Indeed, we know that government 
closest to the people is truly government 
“of the people, by the people, and for the 
people.” This is the essence of federalism 
and democracy, and it is the key to meeting 
many of the challenges and opportunities 
before our country. 

In recognition of the Nation’s county gov- 
ernments, the Congress, by Public Law 
101-470, has designated the week of April 7 
through April 13, 1991, as “National County 
Government Week” and has authorized and 
requested the President to issue a procla- 
mation in observance of this week. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the week of April 7 
through April 13, 1991, as National County 
Government Week. I call upon the Ameri- 
can people and their elected representa- 
tives at all levels of government to observe 
this week with appropriate programs, cere- 
monies, and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this 19th day of March, in the year 
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety- 
one, and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and fif- 
teenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 10:13 a.m., March 20, 1991] 


Remarks at the Welcoming Ceremony 
for President Lech Walesa of Poland 


March 20, 1991 


President Bush. Mr. President, to all our 
Polish and American friends here today: A 
poet once wrote, “Let me address you in 
the name of millions.” Today, I address you 


in the name of millions who convey their 
admiration and love—the people of the 
United States. 

Two years ago, Lech Walesa became only 
the second private citizen from abroad to 
address a joint session of the Congress. And 
he impressed us then with his commitment 
to goodness, his passion for the hard-fought 
necessity we call democracy. Today he re- 
turns as his nation’s first democratically 
elected President. 

Mr. President, you have led by principle 
and example. You created a solidarity of 
spirit that inspired millions of Poles to risk 
their lives in steel mills, shipyards, and ten- 
ements and towns. And after winning the 
fight for independence, you instilled the 
sense of tolerance essential for letting de- 
mocracy set down roots in an unsettled 
world. No wonder your countrymen sing to 
you, “Sto lat, sto lat’—may he live 100 
years. 

But you also understand that the cause of 
freedom cannot end at your own borders, 
and you proved it during the war in the 
Persian Gulf. You joined us in demonstrat- 
ing to the entire world that we cannot 
permit aggression to stand. And you taught 
your countrymen that the answer to tyran- 
ny is international solidarity. And in the 
process, you helped shape a new world 
order. 

That order, of course, began in Europe 
with the end of the cold war and the emer- 
gence of a continent whole and free. You 
played a key role in helping Central and 
Eastern Europe join the commonwealth of 
freedom. And you have worked hard to 
build a prosperous land upon tyranny’s 
ruins. 

This is not an easy task. In your New 
Year’s Eve message, you talked of reform: 
political reform—you’ve called for fully free 
parliamentary elections; intellectual reform 
that can help man begin the hard work of 
freedom; spiritual reform, honoring the 
One through whom all things are possible; 
and finally, you’ve spoken of economic 
reform, upon which so much depends. In 
your address to Congress, you said, “We are 
not expecting philanthropy. But we would 
like to see our country treated as a partner 
and friend.” 





Mar. 20 / Administration of George Bush, 1991 


Today we rededicate ourselves to the suc- 
cess of free democracy in Poland and 
throughout Central and Eastern Europe. 

Last week, the Paris Club agreed to cut 
Poland’s official debt burden by at least 50 
percent. The United States worked long 
and hard to achieve that unprecedented 
agreement, and we encourage other credi- 
tors to join us in going beyond that 50- 
percent level. We certainly shall. We will 
reduce your indebtedness to us by a full 70 
percent, a portion of which will help Poland 
fund a new foundation for the environment. 

I am pleased to tell you, Mr. President, 
that I’ve asked the Congress to increase 
next year’s grant assistance to these new 
democracies to $470 million, half again last 
year’s request. And since the real engine of 
progress is not aid but trade, I am pleased 
to announce two new economic initiatives 
designed to help the nations of Central and 
Eastern Europe proceed along the path to 
growth and prosperity. 

The American Business Initiative and the 
Trade Enhancement Initiative will encour- 
age businesses to invest in your future. In 


addition, Commerce Secretary Robert Mos- 
bacher will lead an investment mission to 
Poland this summer, letting U.S. businesses 
see the great opportunity the new Poland 
offers. 


So, as you can see, Mr. President, we 
want your economic transformation to suc- 
ceed, your new democracy to flourish. And 
we call on other nations to follow our exam- 
ple. 

For two centuries, the love of liberty has 
linked our lands. General Kosciusko was a 
friend to our Founding Fathers, just as you 
and His Holiness Pope John Paul II are our 
steadfast friends today. Mr. President, our 
nations and heroes have long fought togeth- 
er to defend the rights of man. This historic 
commitment forms the core of the Joint 
Declaration of Principles that we will sign 
later today. 

Two hundred years ago, gallant Polish 
freedom fighters praised these principles 
when they sang, “Poland is not lost while 
Poles still live.” Today we rejoice. Poland is 
not lost but has once again been found be- 
cause men like you still live. 

God bless you, your beloved land, and our 
United States of America. 
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President Walesa. Honored Mr. Presi- 
dent, thank you for such a nice welcome. 
Thank you for your friendly words. I am 
happy that I stepped again on the hospita- 
ble American land. 

I come as the President of a sovereign 
and democratic Republic of Poland, the 
country which was the first to challenge 
communism and today is building a system 
of freedom, democracy, and free enterprise. 

It is not a coincidence that it is America 
which is the target of one of my first trips 
in my Presidential term of office. The 
United States has, for over 200 years, been 
exemplifying to the world how to build a 
system of freedom. The United States led 
the free world defending values of democ- 
racy and humanism. Your determination 
and your civilizational bloom were the hope 
of Poles opposing alien domination. It was 
America, in the name of the international 
community, that restored recently peace 
and justice in the Persian Gulf. 

Poland is not a world superpower; her 
actions do not have a global dimension. But 
it was Poland first in Central Europe to step 
upen the path of freedom. Poland is the 
country which paves the way for other na- 
tions liberating themselves from commu- 
nism. 

Poland also took upon itself the burden of 
leading in the structuring of a market econ- 
omy. We used in the past the assistance of 
the United States of America—political, eco- 
nomic, and first of all, moral. 

Today, a major part of our debt burden 
was reduced. Your personal involvement in 
this cause has, for Poland, a historical di- 
mension. It gives us new, great possibilities. 
For this help, I most cordially thank the 
great American nation. 

The changes in Poland are not completed 
yet. The political victory of Solidarity 
should be reflected in economic success. 
Our success is important not only to us; it is 
needed for Europe because it is a condition 
of order and stability. It is needed by the 
whole free world, for it extends its bound- 
aries by the central region of the continent, 
it extends the zone of democracy and secu- 
rity. 

The relations between the Republic of 
Poland and the United States have today 
reached their peak after the war. One could 
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even say that they reached their peak in 
the whole of history. Our countries are 
linked by common values and the same 
ideals. We are linked by friendly collabora- 
tion on the international arena. I would like 
this to be followed by a development of 
mutually advantageous economic coopera- 
tion. 

Free Poland is becoming a country of 
new economic opportunities. It is worth to 
broaden the cooperation with it, to trade 
and to invest. I invite you to this coopera- 
tion, for it is going to be advantageous to 
both sides. 

I know, Mr. President, that you're a sin- 
cere friend of Poland. I’m grateful to you 
for your extremely goodwill interest in our 
problems. Our talks shall contribute to the 
strengthening of cooperation and _ the 
friendship of our nations. 

God bless you, Mr. President. God bless 
America. 


Note: President Bush spoke at 10:12 a.m. at 
the South Portico of the White House, where 
President Walesa was accorded a formal 


welcome with full military honors. Presi- 
dent Walesa spoke in Polish, and his re- 
marks were translated by an interpreter. 
Following the ceremony, the two Presidents 
met in the Oval Office. 


Declaration on Relations Between the 
United States of America and the 
Republic of Poland 


March 20, 1991 


For over 200 years the United States and 
Poland have been bound by shared values 
and a commitment to the principles of de- 
mocracy, human liberty and the rule of law. 
The American Constitution of 1789 and the 
Polish Constitution of 1791 are enduring 
symbols of this special bond, which survived 
even during the long periods when Poland’s 
independence and liberty were denied. Our 
relations have been further sustained and 
enriched by the millions of Americans of 
Polish descent who over the generations 
have helped create a free and prosperous 
society in the United States. 


Just as Poles supported America’s quest 
for freedom and liberty more than two cen- 
turies ago, so has America stood by Poland 
during her long years of darkness. When 
the Polish people began to reassert control 
over their national destinies, the United 
States committed itself to supporting their 
pioneering efforts to secure their freedom 
and to build a market economy and stable 
democratic rule. 

Poland and the United States share an 
interest in maintaining stability and security 
in the new Europe, and in working for the 
further strengthening of peace on the conti- 
nent. Our relations are based on the United 
Nations Charter and principles of the Hel- 
sinki Final Act and Paris Charter, including 
sovereign equality, territorial integrity, in- 
violability of frontiers, non-intervention in 
internal affairs, and the rule of law. The 
United States attaches great importance to 
the consolidation and safeguarding of Po- 
land’s democracy and independence, which 
it considers integral to the new Europe, 
whole and free. 

Relations between Poland and the United 
States have entered a new era of coopera- 
tion and partnership. The United States and 
Poland are committed to developing their 
new partnership through an enhanced po- 
litical dialogue and regular contacts in areas 
of common interest. 

Poland and the United States share the 
conviction that the development of a 
market economy in Poland is essential to its 
stability and security. The United States re- 
affirms its continued strong support for Po- 
land’s courageous program of economic 
reform. The Polish Stabilization Fund, the 
Polish-American Enterprise Fund, and U.S. 
support in international financial institu- 
tions are among the tangible signs of that 
commitment. 

Poland’s firm commitment to an econom- 
ic reform program that enjoys the endorse- 
ment and support of the International Mon- 
etary Fund has made possible the mobiliza- 
tion of substantial new financial and other 
economic assistance from the international 
community. The United States and Poland 
have concluded a Treaty Concerning Busi- 
ness and Economic Relations and other key 
agreements that should facilitate trade and 
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investment needed for economic growth 
and prosperity. 

Poland is engaged in an economic trans- 
formation of historic proportions in which 
its economic partners also have a key role 
in assuring success. We therefore welcome 
the agreement of the Paris Club on the 
substantial reduction of Poland’s foreign 
debt obligations, which represents an histor- 
ic and exceptional step by the international 
community to reinforce Poland’s progress 
toward democracy and the free market. 

The United States and Poland are also 
committed to developing their new part- 
nership through closer cultural, educational, 
and scientific contacts. 


The United States and Poland are con- 
vinced that these principles will further 
strengthen the bonds of lasting friendship 
and cooperation between both states, as an 
integral element of the broader partnership 
that binds the United States and Europe 
and of a new world order based on demo- 
cratic values and the rule of law. 


Washington, the 20th day of March, 1991. 


Lech Walesa 
President of 
the Republic of 
Poland 


George Bush 
President of 

the United States 
of America 


Note: The declaration was made available 
by the Office of the Press Secretary but was 
not issued as a White House press release. 


White House Fact Sheet on United 
States Assistance to Poland 


March 20, 1991 


Recent Economic Developments 


In 1990, Poland adopted and implement- 
ed a comprehensive program of economic 
reforms more extensive than that of any 
other country in Central and Eastern 
Europe. The new government of President 
Walesa is taking important steps to further 
the development of a market economy by 
placing special emphasis on speeding up the 
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pace of reform in general and the process 
of privatization in particular. 

Responding to requests for assistance 
from the Polish Government, the U.S. Gov- 
ernment provided over $300 million in 
grant assistance in 1990 and offered sub- 
stantial credits from the Export-Import 
Bank and the Overseas Private Investment 
Corporation. The United States has begun 
projects in agriculture, privatization, techni- 
cal training, and labor training, and concen- 
trated ventures in clean fossil fuels, and air 
and water quality in the Krakow region. 

All of these activities will continue in 
1991, but U.S. technical assistance will 
expand considerably as we begin new ef- 
forts to help restructure the Polish econo- 
my. The United States will also substantially 
increase the amount of funds available for 
equity investment through the Polish-Amer- 
ican Enterprise Fund and will initiate new 
programs to encourage U.S. private sector 
investment in Poland. 


Assistance Activities 


1. Democratic Initiatives. U.S. programs 

in this area will provide: 

—Equipment aid training for the nation- 
al legislature, focusing primarily on the 
establishment of parliamentary proce- 
dures and the development of effective 
research and information systems. 

—Training for local and regional legisla- 
tures, city and regional managers, and 
other local public administrators in the 
basic skills of governance and adminis- 
tration. 

—Support for independent media, includ- 
ing the establishment of a Media Re- 
source Center in Poland. 


2. Food Aid. In 1990, the United States 
provided over $90 million in food aid to 
Poland. This assistance was intended to help 
stem Poland’s declining standard of living 
and ease the budget crunch by improving 
the efficiency of private agriculture. Thanks 
in part to the effect of the market on sup- 
plies, major food aid will not be needed in 
1991. 

3. Stabilization Fund. The United States 
granted $200 million to the Polish Stabiliza- 
tion Fund in 1990 as part of a U.S.-led mul- 
tidonor hard currency reserve in support of 
the transformation of the economy. The 
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fund made possible limited convertibility of 
the Polish zloty by creating a reserve to be 
used by the Polish Government if additional 
foreign exchange is needed. Poland has not 
had to draw on the fund to date, and has 
earned substantial interest that the Polish 
Government may use in support of its eco- 
nomic programs. 

4. The Polish-American Enterprise Fund, 
to be capitalized at $240 million, received 
$35 million in FY 1990, and will be given 
an additional $69 million in FY 1991. This 
privately managed investment fund can 
take equity or debt positions in new busi- 
nesses or recently privatized firms, leverag- 
ing private capital and often facilitating 
joint ventures. For instance, the fund is al- 
ready financing private banking, new hous- 
ing construction, and agribusinesses. 

5. Environment and Energy. US. pro- 
grams carried out by AID, the EPA, and 
the Department of Energy will provide 
equipment and technical assistance for 


clean fossil fuels, technical assistance for air 
and water quality, and technical assistance 
to redress decades of environmental degra- 
dation. The United States is also providing 


assistance in improving energy efficiency. 

6. Labor Market Transition. The Depart- 
ment of Labor is providing help in the de- 
velopment of unemployment insurance, job 
retraining, the creation of regional unem- 
ployment centers, and other “safety-net” 
mechanisms to assist those most disadvan- 
taged during the transition to a market 
economy. The AFL/CIO is helping with the 
strengthening of trade unions and the re- 
training of the labor force. 

7. Peace Corps. Approximately 100 volun- 
teers are in Poland teaching English, work- 
ing on environmental projects, and assisting 
with small businesses. 

8. Trade and Development Program 
(TDP). TDP is financing over $4 million in 
feasibility studies, consultancies, and train- 
ing programs for major development 
projects with large export potential for the 
U.S. private sector. 

9. International Financial Institutions. 
The United States, as lead shareholder, has 
encouraged the World Bank (IBRD) to pro- 
vide strong support to Eastern Europe’s re- 
development. The Bank already has plans 
to lend $9 billion to countries of the region. 
We have also led the way in obtaining an 


additional $7.5 billion in funding to Eastern 
Europe by the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF). 

10. The U.S. Agency for International De- 
velopment is launching a number of new 
activities which will focus on the develop- 
ment of the private sector in Poland. Some 
of these projects are: 

Privatization and Enterprise Restructur- 
ing will provide technical assistance to pre- 
pare state-owned enterprises for privatiza- 
tion, to assist private firms to operate more 
efficiently, and to help Government agen- 
cies put in place the policies, laws, and reg- 
ulations necessary to privatization. 

The American Business and Private 
Sector Development Initiative will stimulate 
the transfer of U.S. technology and the flow 
of U.S. capital to Eastern Europe by pro- 
moting business opportunities in the region 
for American firms. 

The Competition Policies, Laws, and Reg- 
ulations project provides technical assist- 
ance in rewriting laws and regulations re- 
garding taxation, antitrust, and the owner- 
ship and transfer of private property. 

In the Financial Services sector we will 
assist in the critical development of a com- 
petitive banking industry and help create 
new financial institutions. 

Management Training and Economics 
Education will help develop the technical, 
management, and economics skills neces- 
sary to operate a market-oriented economy. 

In the Housing sector we will provide 
technical assistance for development of 
housing markets and a competitive housing 
construction industry. 

In Agriculture and Agribusiness we are 
helping to develop a true cooperative 
system and create the framework for fur- 
ther privatization. 

In the Humanitarian sector, we are assist- 
ing with the improvement of health care 
and the creation of an improved social 
safety net. 

11. In addition, the Citizens Democracy 
Corps, a private voluntary organization cre- 
ated with the assistance of a U.S. Govern- 
ment grant, is helping to mobilize the re- 
sources of the private sector to assist in the 
Polish transition. CDC Chairman Drew 
Lewis is directing a major effort to modern- 
ize the Polish transportation and distribu- 
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tion system. Hundreds of private U.S. orga- 
nizations are mounting their own programs 
in Poland as well. 


White House Fact Sheet on the 
Reduction of Poland’s Debt 


March 20, 1991 


Today President Bush warmly endorsed 
the historic agreement between the Gov- 
ernment of Poland and its government 
creditors in the Paris Club to reduce Po- 
land’s debt obligations to official creditors. 
This package represents a strong signal of 
creditor support for Polish economic and 
democratic reforms. Together with a new 
3-year program with the International Mon- 
etary Fund (IMF) and continued reforms, it 
should help encourage new private invest- 
ment and capital flows to Poland and pro- 
vide a sound basis for sustained economic 
growth. The agreement is the successful 
culmination of vigorous U.S. efforts to 


achieve a multilateral agreement offering 


substantial benefits to Poland. 

Specifically, the agreement provides for 
the reduction of Polish debt by a minimum 
of 50 percent in real terms. The debt re- 
duction will be formally adopted by the 
Paris Club once Poland’s IMF program has 
been approved (expected in April). The re- 
structuring will occur in two stages: 

—The first stage involves 30-percent 
relief on a net present value basis and 
includes cash flow relief of 80 percent 
for the crucial first 3 years of the agree- 
ment. 

—tThe second siage consists of 20-percent 
relief on a net present value basis after 
3 years, upon successful completion by 
Poland of the IMF program. 

In each stage, creditor governments will 
have the option of pursuing equivalent 
relief through debt reduction, interest re- 
duction, or capitalization of interest on 
concessional terms. 

Governments will also have the option of 
further reducing Polish obligations beyond 
the consensus level of 50-percent reduction 
through (a) additional bilateral relief and (b) 
the voluntary conversion of up to 10 per- 
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cent of outstanding claims via debt/equity, 
debt-for-nature, or other debt swaps. 

To lead this effort, the President an- 
nounced that the United States was pre- 
pared to increase U.S. debt relief for Poland 
beyond the 50-percent level agreed in the 
Paris Club. We propose to do this in the 
following two ways: 

—Additional bilateral debt reduction 

within the two stage operation. 

—A write-off of 10 percent of Poland’s 
stock of debt to the United States. This 
action will enable the Government of 
Poland to provide local currency re- 
sources to fund a foundation for the 
environment. 

As a result of these additional steps, 
Polish debt to the United States would be 
reduced by a total of 70 percent in real 
terms. 

The unilateral actions by the United 
States would raise the total debt reduction 
under the multilateral Paris Club agree- 
ment from the agreed minimum consensus 
level of 50 percent to 52 percent. The 
President strongly encourages other credi- 
tor governments to take similar additional 
actions and provide bilateral relief beyond 
the 50-percent level. 


White House Fact Sheet on American 
Business and Private Sector 
Development Initiative for Central and 
Eastern Europe 


March 20, 1991 


U.S. trade and investment can play a 
major role in supporting political and eco- 
nomic reforms in Central and Eastern 
Europe. The American Business and Private 
Sector Development Initiative is designed 
to promote the growth of U.S. investment, 
participation by U.S. firms in infrastructure 
development, and increased involvement of 
small and medium-sized U.S. companies in 
bilateral trade. 

This initiative is a $45 million 2-year 
project carried out by AID, the Department 
of Commerce, the Overseas Private Invest- 
ment Corporation, and the U.S. Trade and 
Development Program in partnership with 
the private sector. 
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Primary emphasis will be on five key sec- 
tors identified by the Central and Eastern 
European countries and ourselves as of key 
importance: agriculture and agribusiness, 
energy, environment, telecommunications, 
and housing. 

The six elements of the program are: 

—An American Business Center in 
Warsaw, Poland, which will make avail- 
able office space and technical business 
services on a user-fee basis in coopera- 
tion with the private sector. 

—Consortia of American businesses in 
Eastern Europe which will support 
groups of mainly small and medium- 
sized U.S. companies wishing to enter 
the East European market. Grants will 
assist U.S. trade and business associa- 
tions in selected sectors in establishing 
a presence in the region. 

—Expansion of Commerce’s Eastern 
Europe Business Information Center, to 
develop information and provide assist- 
ance to U.S. and East European compa- 
nies interested in trade and investment. 

—An AID Capital Development Initia- 
tive, designed to provide assistance to 
Eastern European Governments and 
private sector firms in designing infra- 
structure projects in ways that will en- 
courage the involvement of U.S. com- 
panies. 

—Additional funding for feasibility studies 
by the Trade and Development Pro- 
gram related to the five sectors de- 
scribed above. 

—We are also seeking legislative author- 
ity to expand OPIC’s pilot equity in- 
vestment program to include Eastern 
Europe, so that OPIC can make direct 
investments in promising joint ven- 
tures. 


White House Fact Sheet on Trade 
Enhancement Initiative for Central and 
Eastern Europe 


March 20, 1991 


From the beginning, U.S. support for po- 
litical and economic reform in Eastern 
Europe has emphasized not only aid but 
trade. The United States has led the way in 


extending increased access to its own 
market and in encouraging the European 
Community and others to do the same. 
Listed below are additional initiatives in the 
trade area that the United States is under- 
taking at this time. 


(1) GSP Duty-free Benefits 


The President is expected to approve 
shortly a significant expansion of duty-free 
benefits covering $182 million in Central 
and Eastern European country exports 
under the Generalized System of Prefer- 
ences (GSP). Czechoslovakia will be added 
to the list of beneficiaries which already in- 
cludes Poland, Hungary, and Yugoslavia. 
These increases are in addition to $500 mil- 
lion in duty-free imports from Central and 
Eastern Europe at this time. In addition, 
the President has decided to speed up im- 
plementation of $176 million in benefits to 
May 1 from the traditional July 1 date. 

Over half of the expanded Eastern Euro- 
pean GSP benefit will go to Poland—$93.3 
million of the $182.4 million. This action 
will more than double the amount of Po- 
land’s duty-free exports under GSP. 


(2) Overcoming Informational Barriers to 
Trade 


The administration will sponsor a series of 
seminars designed to ensure Central and 
Eastern European countries’ understanding 
of U.S. trade laws including antidumping 
and countervailing duty provisions (AD/ 
CVD); familiarity with the GSP program 
and procedures; access to data on trade 
flows and on U.S. quota fill rates; familiarity 
with open procurement laws and _ proce- 
dures. 

AD/CVD. The Department of Commerce 
will conduct seminars for Eastern European 
officials on U.S. anti-dumping and counter- 
vailing duty laws. These seminars, to which 
interested enterprise representatives will be 
welcome, will focus on the methodology 
used to analyze dumping in nonmarket eco- 
nomic cases. The Commerce Department 
will also discuss the implications under AD/ 
CVD laws of the move toward greater 
market orientation. 

GSP. Commerce, State, and USTR repre- 
sentatives will conduct a series of GSP semi- 
nars in eligible Central and Eastern Euro- 
pean countries to ensure that enterprises 
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are familiar with GSP benefits and proce- 
dures for taking full advantage of the pro- 
gram. The next seminar series is scheduled 
for late March in Prague, Budapest, and 
Warsaw. 

Quotas. Embassies in Central and Eastern 
European countries will be kept informed 
on quota fill rates and ensure, in coopera- 
tion with responsible host government offi- 
cials, chambers of commerce, etc., that this 
information is available to local producers. 

Procurement. Commerce and OMB are 
prepared to organize a series of seminars 
for Central and Eastern European countries 
on recommended government procurement 
laws and transparent procedures which, if 
adopted, would result in savings, purchase 
of improved products, and fair competition 
and would also enable these countries to 
seek accession to the (GATT) Agreement on 
Government Procurement. 


(3) Regional Economic Development 
Initiative (REDI) 


The administration is developing a pro- 
gram to promote new commercial ties be- 
tween companies and business organiza- 
tions in comparable economic regions of the 
United States and Central and Eastern 
Europe, with a particular focus on promot- 
ing trade with the region’s burgeoning pri- 
vate sector. 

The Commerce Department program 
will match companies in complementary 
economic regions in the United States and 
Central and Eastern Europe. The program, 
using existing Commerce Department re- 
sources and facilities (e.g., the Eastern Eu- 
ropean Business Information Center and 
U.S. Foreign Commercial Service offices), 
will focus on building a data base of region- 
al and local business leaders and groups in 
the United States and Eastern Europe. This 
information will be particularly useful in 
matching small and medium-sized U.S. 
companies with counterparts in Eastern Eu- 
rope’s burgeoning private sector and in pro- 
moting new trade and investment ties 
among these entities. 


(4) Removal of Impediments to Trade 
Expansion 


The President is prepared to send to 
Poland and other reforming Central and 
Eastern European countries a team of ex- 
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perts, led by the Office of the U.S. Trade 
Representative, to conduct a prompt and 
intensive review of internal and external 
barriers to expanded trade with the region 
and to propose specific solutions to prob- 
lems identified. 


(5) Access to the European Community 


The President is challenging the Europe- 
an Community, Central and Eastern Eu- 
rope’s largest market, with the largest po- 
tential for trade expansion, to redouble its 
efforts to open its markets to Central and 
Eastern European countries and to open all 
sectors (including agriculture) for liberaliza- 
tion under the free-trade area agreements 
now under negotiation with Poland, Hunga- 
ry, and Czechoslovakia. 


Message to the Congress Transmitting 
the Annual Report of the United States 
Arms Control and Disarmament 
Agency 

March 20, 1991 


To the Congress of the United States: 

I am pleased to transmit the United 
States Arms Control and Disarmament 
Agency annual report for 1990. This report 
deserves your close review. 

The year 1990 witnessed the signing of 
the multilateral Conventional Armed 
Forces in Europe (CFE) Treaty, which, 
when satisfactorily implemented, will be a 
major step in reducing the numbers of de- 
ployed weapons in the area bounded by the 
Ural Mountains and the Atlantic Ocean. 
The U.S.-U.S.S.R. Chemical Weapons De- 
struction Agreement was also signed. Sig- 
nificantly, both the Treaty Between the 
United States and the Soviet Union on Un- 
derground Nuclear Weapon Tests (TTBT) 
and the Treaty on Underground Nuclear 
Explosions for Peaceful Purposes (PNET) 
entered into force. Substantial progress was 
made during 1990 in the Strategic Arms 
Reductions Talks (START) and in our efforts 
to curb the worldwide proliferation of 
weapons of mass destruction. 

The Arms Control and Disarmament 
Agency’s 1990 annual report provides de- 
tails of these and other developments, in- 
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cluding the conduct of arms control negoti- 
ations, the coordination of treaty implemen- 
tation procedures, and other activities con- 
ducted pursuant to the Arms Control and 
Disarmament Act. 

As the report illustrates, the dramatic 
changes in Eastern Europe and in US.- 
U.S.S.R. relations have not diminished the 
importance of effective and verifiable arms 
control agreements. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
March 20, 1991. 


Proclamation 6262—Education Day, 
U.S.A., 1991 


March 20, 1991 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Today our Nation is engaged in a cam- 
paign that must not and, I believe, will not 
fail—a concerted, State-by-State effort to re- 
vitalize our schools and to reach our six 
National Education Goals by the year 2000. 
These goals include: ensuring that every 
child starts school ready to learn; raising the 
graduation rate to at least 90 percent; en- 
suring that American students are compe- 
tent in five critical subjects with their 
progress assessed in grades 4, 8, and 12; 
ranking first in the world in science and 
mathematics achievement; ensuring that 
every American adult is literate and pos- 
sesses the knowledge and skills—including 
the technical skills—necessary to compete 
in the global economy; and making all our 
schools safe, disciplined, and drug free. 

Achieving these goals is essential if our 
children are to acquire the knowledge and 
skills needed to enjoy rich, full lives and to 
become productive, successful participants 
in our society. However, if the application 
of one’s knowledge and skills is to be truly 
fruitful and rewarding, it cannot be di- 
vorced from high moral purpose. In the 
hands of those who lack fundamental moral 
direction, these powerful tools can readily 
become useless—or even destructive. 


Therefore, we must continue to recognize 
the importance of moral instruction as we 
seek excellence in American education. 

Public as well as private institutions of 
learning have both an obligation and a 
proper interest in advancing principles of 
ethical conduct and moral virtue. Teachers 
who demonstrate, by word and example, 
the importance of such qualities as truthful- 
ness, fair play, tolerance, and respect for 
human life are among the best role models 
a child can have. 

However, moral education begins at 
home, in the guidance parents provide for 
their children, and in religious institutions, 
where we learn of God’s law and God’s 
love. The worldwide Lubavitch movement, 
under the leadership of Rabbi Menachem 
Schneerson, has underscored the impor- 
tance of moral education, as well as the 
primary role of parents and religious institu- 
tions in promoting high standards of person- 
al character and conduct in our society. 

By equipping our children with the light 
of moral instruction and the strong staff of 
traditional family values, we help to guaran- 
tee them safe passage on their life’s jour- 
ney. As Scripture says, “Train up a child in 
the way he should go, and, when he is old, 
he will not depart from it.” 

Moral education is vital, not only to the 
personal well-being of our children, but also 
to the preservation of civil order and jus- 
tice. Our Nation’s Judec-Christian heritage, 
affirmed in its founding documents and in 
the traditional values that remain the heart 
of America, goes hand in hand with the 
success of this great yet precious experi- 
ment in self-government. Thus, moral edu- 
cation in keeping with that heritage is one 
of the most important and enduring invest- 
ments we can make in the future of our 
children and the Nation. As Daniel Webster 
once noted: 


If we work upon marble, it will perish; 
if on brass, time will efface it; if we rear 
temples, they will crumble into dust; 
but if we work upon immortal minds, 
and imbue them with principles, with 
the just fear of God and love of our 
fellow men, we engrave on those tab- 
lets something that will brighten to all 
eternity. 
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The Congress, by House Joint Resolution 
104, has designated March 26, 1991, as 
“Education Day, U.S.A.” and has authorized 
and requested the President to issue a proc- 
lamation in observance of this day. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim March 26, 1991, as Educa- 
tion Day, U.S.A. I call upon all Americans to 
observe this day with appropriate ceremo- 
nies and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, J have hereunto set 
my hand this twentieth day of March, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety-one, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and fifteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:34 a.m., March 21, 1991] 


Toasts at the State Dinner for President 
Lech Walesa of Poland 


March 20, 1991 


President Bush. Mr. President and Mrs. 
Walesa, 2 years ago Barbara and I had the 
privilege of dining at your home in Gdansk. 
And today we are simply delighted to have 
you and other members of the Polish dele- 
gation at the White House. 

It’s been said that the character of a 
people is embodied in its leaders. And that 
is certainly true of tonight’s honored guest. 
Eight years ago you were unable to visit 
Norway to accept the Nobel Peace Prize. 
Tonight, America salutes you as an apostle 
of peace throughout the world. 

Some leaders reflect their time. Mr. Presi- 
dent, you have defined your time. You have 
been resolute in defeat and magnanimous 
in victory. You have fought to preserve lib- 
erty for all: for individuals, choice; for soci- 
eties, pluralism; for nations, self-determina- 
tion. To a crisis of the spirit, you supplied 
an answer of the spirit—an answer forged 
upon trust in God and man. 

Over the centuries Poland suffered 
through a winter of adversity. But you and 
your countrymen have delivered Poland 
into a springtime of thrilling possibility. 


348 


You’ve brought us all to the verge of a new 
and freer world. And you helped a nation 
and a planet, if you will, summon lightness 
against the dark. 

You’ve delivered the message of freedom 
everywhere. Go to Gdansk or Warsaw— 
they know that by rediscovering its past, 
Poland is uplifting the future. Mr. Presi- 
dent, under you, sir, Poles have learned 
anew that the individual, not the state, is 
the voice of tomorrow. You’ve used that 
voice to unlock minds and boundaries, en- 
larging Poland’s horizons and helping build 
a new Europe, whole and free. For that, I 
thank you on behalf of every American. 

Let me close with a story that shows the 
spiritual ties that bind our lands. It hap- 
pened in 1776, when America was at a 
turning point in its history. A great Polish 
patriot fought with the Colonies, then re- 
turned to Poland with a simple three-word 
message. Today, 200 years later, you have 
returned General Kosciusko’s message to 
the country of its birth: liberty, security, 
property. These words inspired the Joint 
Declaration of Principles that we signed 
today. 

And so, now may I invite all our guests to 
raise our glasses to Polish-American friend- 
ship; to the health of our dear, admired 
friend; and to the liberty we can and must 
achieve for all the children of the world. 
Mr. President, sto lat. May you live 100 
years. God bless you. 

President Walesa. Mr. President, ladies 
and gentlemen, I’m convinced that I shall 
be at a loss for words to express my grati- 
tude. It is for the second time that I’m 
present in the White House. It is, to me, a 
reason for honor, and it is moving. 

It is also proof of the friendship that links 
the American nation with the Polish nation. 
This friendship was seen by the hundreds of 
thousands of Poles who, here, found their 
second motherland. They came from across 
the ocean because they were looking for 
freedom. America was freedom to them 
and remained a symbol of freedom. 

Today, we and the country on the Vistula 
River also have freedom. Nobody, thank 
God, has to leave Poland. We have 
achieved new prospects through the reduc- 
tion of the Polish debt. We are deeply 
grateful for the role which you, Mr. Presi- 
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dent, played in this magnificent act. It is a 
relief for millions of Poles. We shall remem- 
ber this. 

Two years ago, you were a guest in my 
home in Gdansk. Now, I am your guest in 
America. I am met here with undescribable 
sincerity. I hope that we shall meet on 
many more occasions. At the end, I would 
like to toast the most popular politician in 
Poland. [Laughter] Today it was passed on 
to the mass media—this politician, Presi- 
dent George Bush. [Laughter] I came up 
third in the poll. [Laughter] 

So, to your health and that of your wife. 
To the health of all present here, all the 
magnificent American friends, your health. 


Note: President Bush spoke at 8:15 p.m. in 
the State Dining Room at the White House. 
President Walesa spoke in Polish, and his 
remarks were translated by an interpreter. 


Remarks on Police Brutality in Los 


Angeles and an Exchange With 
Reporters During a Meeting With 
Attorney General Dick Thornburgh 


March 21, 1991 


The President. Marlin, have you told ev- 
erybody that I will have a statement to say 
here? 

Mr. Fitzwater. Yes, sir. 

The President. Want to fire it up? 

Mr. Fitzwater. | think we’re ready. 

The President. Well, let me simply say 
that I’ve asked the Attorney General for an 
update on our crime bill. And he’s also 
going to brief me on the Department’s 
review of allegations of police misconduct 
generally, and then the Los Angeles case 
specifically. 

We’ve all seen those shocking videotapes 
and have seen transcripts of the incident in 
Los Angeles. And without getting into the 
specifics of the case, those terrible scenes 
stir us all to demand an end to gratuitous 
violence and brutality. Law enforcement of- 
ficials cannot place themselves above the 
law that they are sworn to defend. This 
administration will investigate possible 
breaches of Federal law aggressively and 


will prosecute violators to the full extent of 
the law. 

The vast majority of our law enforcement 
professionals obey the law scrupulously— 
even in situations of great danger, even 
when they suspect that the criminals they 
arrest soon may go free. These brave men 
and women need the support of local gov- 
ernments. I have supported, and I will con- 
tinue to vigorously support, honest police 
officers who obey the law. 

I have in my mind that 83 police officers, 
just in the last 15 months, have lost their 
lives in the line of duty. They need the 
support of the court system, and they need 
the faith and the support of local citizens. 
Nothing is more important than defending 
a sense of national decency and promoting 
the rule of law. 

I was shocked by what I saw in that 
tape—that violence. And to the degree 
there’s a Federal role here, I’m confident 
we will go the extra mile to see that that is 
fulfilled. I might add that the Attorney 
General and I remain fully committed to 
the passage of our crime bill which would 
give us the tools we need to more effective- 
ly wage the war against crime. And as I said 
on my statement to the Congress, I would 
hope that Congress would move fast. I 
think there’s strong support now in Con- 
gress for this legislation. 

Thank you all very much. 

Q. Have you spoken to Chief Gates, sir? 
Have you spoken with Chief Gates since 
this incident? 

The President. No—— 

Q. Do you think he should hang in or 
resign? 

The President. 1 think that’s a matter for 
Los Angeles. As many of you know, I feel 
that in many ways he has been an exempla- 
ry police chief. He’s been out front on 
doing things for kids. I remember attending 
the D.A.R.E. program out there with him. I 
remember attending—seeing ex post facto 
the wonderful job that the Los Angeles 
police did on buttoning up these crack 
houses. I’m familiar with the job the Los 
Angeles police are doing in fighting gangs. 

But in terms of this case, certainly I think 
the man is entitled to his say. And it’s a 
matter, the way I see it, for the local police 
department. The violation of Federal law 
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by anybody, then that comes under the 
heading of our business. 

Q. Mr. President, wouldn’t you agree that 
a police chief sets the tone for his force and 
should be responsible for their actions? 

The President. 1 have said all I have to 
say about it. And I’ve told you some good 
things he’s done, and I think the man’s enti- 
tled to a credible hearing here. That’s the 
way it ought to be. And nobody’s going to 
prejudge anybody here. What we’re going 
to do is look into violations of the law and 
prosecute any of the people that have vio- 
lated the Federal law and speak out against 
police brutality—because what I saw made 
me sick. It was sickening to see the beating 
that was rendered, and there’s no way, in 
my view, to explain that away. It was outra- 
geous. 

Q. Have you gotten a report on the New 
York case, Mr. President? And have you got 
any comment on that? 

The President. | haven’t had any report 
yet. 


Note: The exchange took place at 1:35 p.m. 
in the Cabinet Room at the White House. 
Marlin Fitzwater is Press Secretary to the 
President. A tape was not available for veri- 
fication of the content of these remarks. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on President Bush’s Meeting With 
Foreign Minister Taro Nakayama of 
Japan 

March 21, 1991 


The President met with Japanese Foreign 
Minister Taro Nakayama for approximately 
half an hour in the Oval Office. They dis- 
cussed the success of the coalition efforts 
over the past several months. The President 
expressed his appreciation for Japan’s con- 
tributions to the coalition against Iraq’s ag- 
gression. The President sent his respects to 
Prime Minister Kaifu and stated that he 
looks forward to meeting with the Prime 
Minister when a mutually satisfactory date 
is arranged. The Foreign Minister conveyed 
to the President the regards of the Prime 
Minister and congratulations on the Presi- 
dent’s leadership of the coalition’s success. 
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Presidential Certification of the Prince 
William Sound Regional Citizens 
Advisory Committee 


March 21, 1991 


By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, including section 
5002(0\1) of the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 
(Public Law 101-380, 104 Stat. 552), I 
hereby certify for the year 1991 the follow- 
ing: 


(1) that the Prince William Sound Region- 
al Citizens Advisory Committee fosters the 
general goals and purposes of section 5002 
of the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 for the year 
1991; and 

(2) that the Prince William Sound Region- 
al Citizens Advisory Committee is broadly 
representative of the communities and in- 
terests in the vicinity of the terminal facili- 
ties and Prince William Sound. 


This certification shall be published in the 
Federal Register. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
March 21, 1991. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 12:38 p.m., March 22, 1991} 


Proclamation 6263—National Medal of 
Honor Day, 1991 


March 21, 1991 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


While all of America’s combat veterans 
have earned our abiding respect and grati- 
tude, we honor in a special way those who 
have demonstrated exceptional heroism on 
the field of battle. The Medal of Honor, our 
country’s highest military decoration, has 
been awarded to 3,440 Americans since the 
Civil War. During times of armed conflict, 
these individuals distinguished themselves 
through brave and selfless actions that were 
far above and beyond the call of duty. 
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The Medal of Honor is a poignant re- 
minder of the tremendous price that some 
Americans have been willing to pay to pro- 
tect the lives and liberty of others. Indeed, 
the courageous and loving sacrifices of our 
Medal of Honor recipients tell us a great 
deal about the value of freedom and the 
principles on which this Nation is founded. 

A number of those principles were re- 
cently at stake in the Persian Gulf region. 
We Americans are very proud of the USS. 
service men and women who have taken 
part in the successful international effort to 
liberate Kuwait and to deter unprovoked 
aggression. They bravely answered the call 
to duty, knowing full well the costs it might 
entail, and each of them embodies the de- 
termined spirit of our Nation’s combat vet- 
erans. 

In his stirring poem, “A Psalm of Life,” 
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote: 
“Lives of great men all remind us/we can 
make our lives sublime/and, departing, 
leave behind us/footprints on the sands of 
time.” The U.S. troops who recently served 
along the sands and off the shores of Saudi 
Arabia follow a long line of Americans who 
have boldly stepped forward to defend the 
universal cause of freedom. Today, as we 
offer a special tribute to our most distin- 
guished combat veterans, the Medal of 
Honor recipients, we can be thankful for 
the extraordinary example they set. 

The Congress, by Public Law 101-564, 
has designated March 25, 1991, as “National 
Medal of Honor Day” and has authorized 
and requested the President to issue a proc- 
lamation in observance of this day. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim March 25, 1991, as Nation- 
al Medal of Honor Day, a day dedicated to 
all Medal of Honor recipients. I urge all 
Americans to observe this day with appro- 
priate programs, ceremonies, and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-first day of March, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety-one, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and fifteenth. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 4:07 p.m., March 21, 1991) 


Address on the National Days of 
Thanksgiving 
March 22, 1991 


Two months ago, with thousands of U.S. 
troops standing guard against aggression 
halfway around the world, I called on the 
Nation to pray and to ask for God’s blessing 
and guidance as we approached a pivotal 
moment in our history. And Americans 
filled churches, synagogues, and houses of 
worship in record numbers. These prayers, 
and the support of countless Americans of 
all faiths, creeds, and walks of life, inspired 
the hearts and souls of the men and women 
in the service of our country. 

Now the liberation of Kuwait is complete. 
Offensive operations in the Gulf region 
have ceased, and American troops are 
coming home. As they return, and with the 
hope that a safer, more peaceful world may 
finally be at hand, it is right that Americans 
should thank God for the many blessings 
and guidance. 

And so, I have proclaimed April 5 to 7, 
1991, as National Days of Thanksgiving. 
Once again, I urge Americans to unite in 
prayer and turn to our greatest power. 

We give thanks for the remarkable unity 
of our people throughout the conflict and 
especially for the strong support shown for 
our troops in the field. I am confident that 
our nation will emerge stronger and more 
united to face the challenges and opportu- 
nities that lie ahead. 

Though we thank God that our prisoners 
are home and our casualties were fewer 
than widely predicted, we must not forget 
all the innocents who have suffered as a 
result of the war. We hope for the immedi- 
ate return of divided families and for the 
swift recovery from illness and injury. 

Finally, let us look to the future and pray 
for a world marked by peaceful relations 
between people. 

As we mark these National Days of 
Thanksgiving, may God bless the United 
States of America. 


Note: This address was recorded March 11 
at 3:01 p.m. in the Private Dining Room at 
the White House and was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on March 22. 
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Nomination of David T. Kearns To Be 
Deputy Secretary of the Department of 
Education 


March 22, 1991 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate David T. Kearns as 
Deputy Secretary of the Department of 
Education. He would succeed John Theo- 
dore Sanders. 

Mr. Kearns, chairman of Xerox Corp., 
currently serves on the President’s Educa- 
tion Policy Advisory Committee. He also 
serves as a member of the board of trustees 
of the Ford Foundation, the National Urban 
League, and the University of Rochester. 
Mr. Kearns has written and spoken widely 
on education issues, including a 1988 
volume he coauthored with Denis Doyle, 
“Winning the Brain Race: A Bold Plan to 
Make our Schools Competitive.” 

Mr. Kearns is a Navy veteran and a grad- 
uate of the University of Rochester (B.S., 
1952). He is married, has six children, and 
resides in New Canaan, CT. 


Nomination of John T. Sanders To Be 
Chief Financial Officer and Deputy 
Under Secretary for Planning, Budget 
and Evaluation at the Department of 
Education 


March 22, 1991 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Dr. John Theodore Sand- 
ers, of Illinois, to be Chief Financial Officer 
and Deputy Under Secretary for Planning, 
Budget and Evaluation. He would succeed 
Charles Edward Mealey Kolb. The Presi- 
dent indicated that he will ask the Congress 
to combine those roles into one position 
with the title of Under Secretary and Chief 
Financial Officer of the Department of 
Education. 

Dr. Sanders, a Texas native, was nominat- 
ed by President Bush as Under Secretary of 
Education on March 10, 1989, and was con- 
firmed by the Senate on April 19, 1989. He 
became Deputy Secretary on November 5, 
1990, when President Bush signed legisla- 
tion elevating his position to that level. 
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An activist in education, Dr. Sanders for- 
merly served as president of the Council of 
Chief State School Officers. He served as 
Nevada’s superintendent of public instruc- 
tion and before coming to the Department 
of Education in 1989, as State superintend- 
ent of education in Illinois. 

Dr. Sanders graduated from Wayland 
Baptist University (B.S., 1964); Washington 
State University (M.A.T., 1970); and from 
the University of Nevada, Reno, (Ed.D., 
1987). He is married, has four children, two 
grandchildren, and resides in Springfield, 
IL. 


Remarks at the Swearing-In Ceremony 
for Lamar Alexander as Secretary of 
Education 


March 22, 1991 


The President. Thank you all. Thank you, 
Bill Carl. It’s a pleasure to be here to wit- 
ness the swearing-in of our new Secretary 
of Education, Governor Lamar Alexander. 
To the members of the Cabinet—and I see 
so many here; distinguished Members of the 
United States Congress—and I see many 
here; to former Secretaries—I’m told—don’t 
spot them right now—that Bill Brock and 
Mel Laird were here. 

Let me just welcome all of you—those 
from the White House. I’d like to, at the 
outset of this, pay my respects to the man 
who is going to do the honors, Judge John 
Minor Wisdom, one of the most distin- 
guished jurists in the United States, who is 
with us here today. 

For a challenge of this magnitude, it is 
my very good fortune to be able to call on a 
man with Lamar Alexander’s considerable 
experience. He comes to this task the son of 
teachers. He’s served as a very valued 
member of our Education Policy Advisory 
Committee, and most recently he’s served 
the students of his home State as president 
of the University of Tennessee. Five years 
ago, as chairman of the National Governors’ 
Association, he piloted the 50-State educa- 
tion survey, “Time for Results,” a report 
that put us on the path to the six national 
education goals that guide our efforts from 
now to the year 2000. 
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As a public servant, educator, and author, 
Lamar Alexander is a true renaissance 
man—a man with great common sense, 
who knows what works. And he’s also one 
of Tennessee’s leading philosophers. He’s 
got a saying you’ve probably already heard: 
“Today a rooster. Tomorrow a feather 
duster.” [Laughter] 

Our setting today in this great Air and 
Space Museum is a fitting site for this cere- 
mony. It reminds us of another time when 
this nation set for itself a national goal, that 
of landing a man on the moon. And we did 
it. 

Lamar Alexander understands that real 
reform, real restructuring of American edu- 
cation can only take place at the State and 
local level. And that’s one of the key rea- 
sons that I’ve asked him to become Secre- 
tary Alexander. He knows the key to suc- 
cess is to make certain education reform is 
national, not Federal. Nationally, we have 
established goals. We’re setting standards, 
establishing priorities, and in the process, 
we're raising expectations. We must bring 
all levels of government and all Americans 
together—parents, teachers, students, civic 
and business leaders, and all interested citi- 
zens—to achieve our goals. 

On the Federal level, we can serve as a 
catalyst for change. We can point the way 
forward, contribute ideas, and help States 
and schools meet higher, better standards. 

The Department of Education, through 
research and development, can help identi- 
fy practical ways to improve teaching and 
learning for all students. We also can create 
incentives for change, and we can start with 
freedom of choice. 

I know this idea has generated its share of 
controversy. But it isn’t radical; it’s common 
sense. It rests on a principle central to 
democratic society: the idea that individuals 
are capable of making wise decisions for 
themselves. In education, the concept of 
choice recognizes that parents are the real 
experts on what’s best for their kids. 

Often, parents with means—families in 
the mid-to-upper income brackets—already 
have choice. They can send their children 
to private schools or move to districts with 
the strongest public schools. Poor parents 
don’t have these choices. So, let’s be clear 
about who can benefit the most from great- 
er freedom of choice. It’s poor families who 


will benefit most from a healthy competi- 
tion in our schools. 

With Lamar as the sparkplug, we’re going 
to move forward towards our national goals 
on many fronts and reiterate our commit- 
ment to educational excellence. We’re 
going to make our schools better and more 
accountable, and we’re going to reward ex- 
cellence in our teachers. And we're going 
to challenge our children to learn. And 
we're going to encourage all American 
adults to recognize that learning is a life- 
long process. 

After all, learning doesn’t happen only in 
school. Lamar likes to talk about something 
he calls the 91-percent factor: the fact that 
by the time the average American youth 
reaches the age of 18, he’s spent 9 percent 
of his time in the classroom and 91 percent 
outside of it. We must work as a society to 
support the kind of values, culture—the 
vital sense of community and, yes, citizen- 
ship—that gives real meaning to all that our 
children learn. 

I know some people question whether we 
can meet the ambitious goals we’ve set for 
ourselves, whether we can lower the drop- 
out rate or rise to first rank worldwide in 
math and science. Well, I’m convinced that 
we can. Think about this: the graduating 
class of the year 2000 is a third-grader 
today. Think about what it means to be an 
8-year-old, about the world of learning that 
lies ahead. Let’s help those kids learn all 
they can on the journey from 8 to 18, and 
then let’s see where they take us in the 
next century. 

Mr. Secretary, first let me say that this, as 
far as I’m concerned, is going to be a team 
effort for all of our Cabinet Departments. I 
think every Cabinet Secretary has some 
role to play in helping you meet these edu- 
cational goals. And with that in mind, I 
would like to ask the members of our Cabi- 
net that are here to stand up—and the 
former members I do see now, Mel and Bill 
Brock and Bill Coleman over here—but 
please stand up, we’re going to make you 
committed to this goal we’re undertaking 
right now. [Laughter] 

Let me also say to you and to all the 
dedicated people at this Department, Mr. 
Secretary: There is no single issue that de- 
termines more about America, about our 
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dreams and our destiny, than education. 
America’s future walks through the doors of 
our schools every single day. For the sake of 
that future, America can settle for nothing 
short of excellence in our schools. Because 
of our commitment to education, we’re cre- 
ating a great team at the Education Depart- 
ment. Just this morning I announced my 
intention to nominate David Kearns, chair- 
man of Xerox, to become the Deputy Secre- 
tary of Education. David, would you please 
stand up? 

He may be coming out of the loftiest 
echelons of the business world, but no 
American business leader has more out- 
standing credentials or a deeper commit- 
ment to improve education for all our chil- 
dren. And then, I’ve asked Ted Sanders, the 
former president of the country’s chief 
State school officers and who has served so 
ably as Acting Secretary, a man to whom I 
will always be grateful, to take on the new 
dual responsibility of Chief Financial Offi- 
cer, Deputy Under Secretary for Planning, 
Budget and Evaluation, a key post. Ted, 
we're delighted. Would you please stand for 
us? 

And with the help and support of the 
dedicated professionals at the Department, 
and there are so many—many with us here 
today. And I want to thank each and every 
one of you. I am confident now that this is a 
team equal to the task before us. 

Lamar and David were over yesterday 
and they presented me a fantastic propos- 
al—how we can go about meeting these na- 
tional education goals. I’m excited about it. 
And I told them that which I want to say 
once again but this time to all the employ- 
ees, those who are working at the Depart- 
ment of Education: This is priority. And I 
am committed as President to working with 
you and to supporting you in achieving 
these national goals. 

I thank you all for being here for this 
wonderful ceremony. And now it is with 
great pleasure that I witness the swearing- 
in of Secretary Lamar Alexander. Thank 
you all very much. 


[At this point, the oath of office was ad- 
ministered. | 


Secretary Alexander. Mr. President and 
Barbara, distinguished Members of the Con- 
gress, it’s very difficult to put anyone else 
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ahead of Judge Wisdom, as you can tell. I 
want to thank President Bush for giving me 
one of the most exciting opportunities in 
America: helping him be the Education 
President. 

And I want to thank Barbara Bush for 
keeping up front the importance of literacy 
for every American. And I want to thank 
Judge Wisdom who, for the last 40 years or 
so, has been one of the most vigorous mem- 
bers of the Federal judiciary and one of the 
most adventuresome. On one evening, he 
brought the entire Fifth Circuit Court of 
Appeals down to Your Father’s Mustache to 
hear our washboard band play when I was 
his law clerk. 

I want to thank the President’s own 
Marine Band. I’ve never heard the Marine 
Band play “Rocky Top” before, and I’m 
glad—{laughter|—to hear that. And the 
children from Amidon and the young men 
and women from Cardozo, thank you for 
being here today. 

And Honey and Drew and Leslee and 
Cathryn and Will, thank you for putting up 
with a notorious father and one who has 
required you to move three times in the 
last 9 months. For our friends, who have 
come on short notice from a lot of different 
places, thank you. To members of the Cabi- 
net, I’m the junior member of the team and 
looking forward to being a part of it. To 
Members of the United States Senate for 
taking such an interest in me and then after 
a while—[/aughter|—confirming me unani- 
mously, I thank you for that. And for the 
members of the Tennessee delegation and 
other Members of the Congress who are 
here. 

And, Mr. President, you’re a terrific re- 
cruiter. To have a chance to work with 
David Kearns and Ted Sanders as a part of 
the President’s education team is something 
I’m very much looking forward to. 

I also want to thank my sister Jane and 
her husband, Bill Carl, for coming from 
Dallas. Their sons, Jeremy and David, our 
nephews, sent me this message: “Tell Uncle 
Lamar congratulations, and we hope this 
doesn’t mean more homework.” [Laughter] 
That made me think of how Jane and I 
grew up in Maryville, Tennessee, with our 
sister Ann. We were ready to learn because 
our mother took care of herself when she 
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was pregnant. She read to us—she and our 
father read “Winnie the Pooh” and “The 
Little Engine that Could” and “The Adven- 
tures of Tom Sawyer” even before we went 
to school. 

We had more preschool education than 
anybody in this room because our mother 
had the town’s only preschool education 
program in a converted garage in her back- 
yard, and she had nowhere else to put us, 
and so we went there. We knew what we 
were expected to learn in school and we 
learned it because our teachers expected us 
to. And they helped us, as did our parents. 

The most dangerous thing going in Mary- 
ville when we were growing up was foot- 
ball, and drugs were something you took 
when you were sick. There was always 
some adult hovering around to make sure 
we got a pat on the back when we did 
something right, and that we didn’t get 
away with much. When we got in trouble at 
school, we got in trouble at home. That was 
the way we grew up. 

Jeremy and David, my nephews, and our 
children are coming along in a very differ- 
ent world. All over America people are 
trying to adjust to that world. That adjust- 
ment is what we call our education. And 
because it is not easy, it is at the top of our 
concerns. 

On March 6th, President Bush talked to 
Congress and the American people about 
reaching our potential, that we should make 
this country all that it should be. I like to 
look at things that way, too—not as one big 
problem but as one big opportunity. I want 
to help President Bush be the Education 
President, to help America do as well at 
home as it has done overseas. Almost every- 
thing we do at home has education at the 
bottom of it. 

My nephews, David and Jeremy, may not 
think this is such good news because it may 
mean for them higher standards, tougher 
tests, and probably more homework. They 
may find themselves and certainly their 
children going to schools that are radically 
different learning systems than what we see 
today, as different from what they know 
today as this lunar module is from the pro- 
peller airplane. 

This is the most visited museum in the 
world. And it is that because it stands as a 
symbol of what can happen when we un- 


leash America’s creative genius. We need to 
unleash that creative genius to create the 
best schools in the world. 

Jeremy and David’s parents, Jane and 
Bill, will be doing what the President just 
said. They'll be going back to school, too, 
because whatever they learned growing up 
isn’t enough to live and work in the world 
the way it is today. And in downtown 
Dallas and in Maryville and everywhere, 
communities will be finding that the school 
can’t do it all, or even most—help a child 
grow up the way we had the chance to 
grow up. 

Doing well at home is as important as 
doing well overseas and will be infinitely 
more complex because the army the Presi- 
dent has to mobilize is every American. 

An enterprising reporter found our 
mother right after I was nominated. And 
she told him, “When Lamar grew up, I was 
teaching and Andy was on the school board. 
And at the dinner table we talked about 
better schools.” We need that kind of talk 
going on at every dinner table in America. 

Our Education President can mobilize 
that army, can get that kind of talk going 
and I hope I can be a sparkplug for change 
to help him do that. 

Thank you. 


Note: The President spoke at 9:40 a.m. in 
the National Air and Space Museum. Wil- 
liam J. Carl III, pastor of the First Presbyte- 
rian Church of Dallas, TX, introduced the 
President. The Secretary referred to his 
wife, Honey Alexander. 


Statement on the Strategic Defense 
Initiative 
March 22, 1991 


Eight years ago, the Strategic Defense 
Initiative spurred research and develop- 
ment of technologies necessary to defend 
the United States and our allies from the 
threat posed by ballistic missiles. Since 
1983, SDI has accomplished much. Techno- 
logical and engineering breakthroughs have 
brought us closer to smart or even brilliant 
defenses. We have proved that it is possible 
to intercept a ballistic missile warhead in 
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space. But much work remains to be done 
before we have the defenses we need. 

Even as we are hopeful that we can 
achieve a mcre stable strategic balance with 
the Soviet Union, the threat from ballistic 
missile proliferation is growing. Today, U.S. 
forces abroad and USS. allies live under a 
growing threat from ballistic missile attack. 
While the Patriot air defense system per- 
formed remarkably well, we can do far 
better in protecting our troops and our 
friends and allies. We will have to, because 
we will face much more dangerous threats 
than the SCUD. Moreover, the decisions we 
make on SDI today will affect our capabili- 
ties into the next century. By then, the 
United States itself may also face a greater 
threat from ballistic missiles. 

The primary limit to our ability to devel- 
op the technology necessary for ballistic 
missile defense is our commitment to do so. 
The pace of our research has been limited 
not by technological difficulties but by Con- 
gress’ unwillingness to fund SDI adequately. 
I have listened to the concerns of congres- 
sional leaders and taken into account the 
changing strategic environment. As a result, 
I have refocused SDI’s priorities to provide 
protection against limited ballistic missile 
strikes. Now it is up to Congress to respond 
by supporting my request for SDI funding. 

Ballistic missile defenses threaten no one. 
Not only can they help preserve the peace 
but, as we have seen, they can save lives. 
Our troops and allies in the Middle East 
have already benefited from them. America 
deserves no less. 


Appointment of Ed A. Hewett as a 
Special Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs and Senior 
Director of Soviet Affairs 

March 22, 1991 


The President announced today the ap- 
pointment of Dr. Ed A. Hewett as a Special 
Assistant to the President for National Secu- 
rity Affairs and Senior Director for Soviet 
Affairs. 

Dr. Hewett has been a senior fellow in 
the foreign policy studies program at the 


Brookings Institution since 1981. 


From 
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1971 to 1981 he was associate professor of 
economics at the University of Texas at 
Austin. He has served as visiting professor 
at the University of Pennsylvania and Co- 
lumbia University and has been a visiting 
scholar at MHarvard’s Russian Research 
Center and the Institute for World Econo- 
my in Budapest. A founder and editor of 
the journal Soviet Economy, Dr. Hewett 
served as chairman of the National Council 
for Soviet and East European Research and 
president of the Association for Compara- 
tive Economic Studies. He is a member of 
the Council on Foreign Relations, the 
American Economics Association, and the 
American Association for the Advancement 
of Slavic Studies. Dr. Hewett is the author 
of many books and articles on Soviet affairs. 
His most recent books are “Reforming the 
Soviet Economy: Equality vs. Efficiency” 
(1988) and “Open for Business: The Soviet 
Union and the Global Economy” (in press). 

Dr. Hewett graduated from Colorado 
State University (B.S. and M.S., 1964 and 
1966) and from the University of Michigan 
(Ph.D. in economics with a certificate in 
Soviet studies, 1971). He speaks Russian and 
Hungarian. 





Points of Light Recognition Program 





The President named the following individ- 
uals and institutions as exemplars of his 
commitment to making community service 
central to the life and work of every Ameri- 
can. 





March 16 


Upsilon Eta Theta Chapter of the Phi Beta 
Kappa Honor Society, of Jacksonville, FL 


March 18 


Salt Lake Community Shelter and Resource 
Center, of Salt Lake City, UT 


March 19 

Love Yourself Foundation, of Santa Barbara, CA 
March 20 

Alison M. DeMarco, of Rochester, NY 





March 21 
Volunteers for Adult Literacy, of Bozeman, MT 
March 22 


Melissa A. Rohrbach, of Cincinnati, OH 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President’s 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 
Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 
in this issue. 





March 18 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Governor Buddy Roemer of Louisiana; 

—Secretary of Defense Dick Cheney; 

—John H. Sununu. 


March 19 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—congressional leaders; 

—Eberhard Diepgen, mayor of Berlin, 
Germany. 

The President transmitted to the Con- 
gress the 25th annual report of the Depart- 
ment of Housing and Urban Development 
for calendar year 1989. 


March 20 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 
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—Secretary of State James A. Baker III. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint the following individuals to be 
members of the President’s Council on 
Rural America: 


Otis Floyd, Jr., of Tennessee. This is a new posi- 
tion. Currently Dr. Floyd serves as chancellor 
for the board of regents at Tennessee State 
University in Nashville, TN. 

Reynaldo U. Ortiz, of Washington. This is a new 
position. Currently Mr. Ortiz serves as presi- 
dent and chief operating officer for US West 
NewVector Group in Bellevue, WA. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate the following individuals to be 
members of the Advisory Committee on the 
Arts, John F. Kennedy Center for the Per- 
forming Arts: 


Joan H. Budd, of New Jersey. She would succeed 
Virginia McCann. Currently Ms. Budd serves as 
an active community service volunteer in New 
Jersey. 

Dawn L. Coleman, of Florida. Currently Ms. 
Coleman serves as a director of the Bath & 
Tennis Club and as a member of the Women’s 
Advisory Board for the First National Bank in 
Palm Beach, FL. 

Rena Rebecca Donatelli, of Virginia. Since 1985, 
Ms. Donatelli has served as the founding part- 
ner of WJD Associates in Alexandria, VA. 


The President announced his intention to 
appoint the following individuals to be 
members of the President’s Committee on 
the Arts and the Humanities: 


Arturo G. Ortega, of New Mexico. He would suc- 
ceed Lloyd Cotsen. Currently Mr. Ortega 
serves as a senior partner with the law firm of 
Ortega and Snead, P.A., in Albuquerque, NM. 

Emily Malino, of the District of Columbia. She 
would succeed Susan L. Davis. Since 1987 Ms. 
Malino has served as president of Malino & 
Metcalf, Inc., in Washington, DC. 


The President announced his intention to 
appoint Gertrude Himmelfarb, of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, to be a member of the 
Board of Trustees of the Woodrow Wilson 
International Center for Scholars for a term 
expiring October 23, 1996. This is a reap- 
pointment. Currently Dr. Himmelfarb 
serves as professor emeritus of history at 
the Graduate School of the City University 
of New York. 
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March 21 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Victor S. McCoy and Richard Hoover, 
president and executive director of the 
Paralyzed Veterans of America; 

—the Vice President, for lunch; 

—Attorney General Dick Thornburgh; 

—John H. Sununu. 

The President declared that a major dis- 
aster exists in New York as a result of 
severe winter storms that began on March 
3. He directed the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency to provide assistance 
to supplement State and local recovery ef- 
forts. 

The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint Ann Klinger, of California, 
to be a member of the Advisory Commis- 
sion or Intergovernmental Relations for a 
term of 2 years. She would succeed Harvey 
Ruvin. Currently Ms. Klinger serves as 
president of the National Association of 
Counties in Washington, DC. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Joyce C. Young, of Ohio, to be a 
member of the Committee for Purchase 
from the Blind and Other Severely Handi- 
capped for a term expiring December 21, 
1995. This is a reappointment. Currently 
Ms. Young serves as manager of Child Care 
Clearinghouse in Dayton, OH. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint D. Michael Stewart, of Utah, to be 
a member of the Advisory Commission on 
Intergovernmental Relations for a term of 2 
years. He would succeed Sandra R. Smoley. 
Mr. Stewart currently serves as Salt Lake 
County commissioner and as the president 
of the National Association of Counties in 
Salt Lake City, UT. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Edward E. Allison, of Nevada, to be 
a member of the Board of Directors of the 
Pennsylvania Avenue Development Corpo- 
ration for a term expiring October 26, 1996. 
This is a reappointment. Currently Mr. Alli- 
son is Vice Chairman of the Board of Direc- 
tors of the Pennsylvania Avenue Develop- 
ment Corporation. Most recently Mr. Alli- 
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son has served as a consultant with McAu- 
liffe, Kelly, and Raffaelli in Washington, 
DC. 


March 22 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Secretary of State James A. Baker III. 

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs. 

Bush went to Camp David, MD, for the 
weekend. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





The following list does not include promo- 
tions of members of the Uniformed Services, 
nominations to the Service Academies, or 
nominations of Foreign Service officers. 





Submitted March 19 


William G. Curran, 

of New York, to be United States Director 
of the European Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development (new position). 


William L. Ball ITI, 

of Georgia, to be a member of the Defense 
Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
for a term expiring at the end of the first 
session of the 102d Congress (new position). 


Submitted March 20 


Lane Kirkland, 

of the District of Columbia, to be a member 
of the Board for International Broadcasting 
for a term expiring April 28, 1993 (reap- 
pointment). 


Robert W. Naylor, 

of California, to be a member of the Board 
of Trustees of the James Madison Memorial 
Fellowship Foundation for a term of 4 
years, vice Delba Winthrop. 





Submitted March 20—Continued 


Ann Brownell Sloane, 

of New York, to be a member of the Board 
of Directors of the Inter-American Founda- 
tion for a term expiring October 6, 1996, 
vice Lynda Anne Barness, term expired. 


Niara Sudarkasa, 

of Pennsylvania, to be a member of the 
Peace Corps National Advisory Council for 
a term expiring October 6, 1991, vice John 
J. Petillo. 


Wm. Fremming Nielsen, 

of Washington, to be United States District 
Judge for the Eastern District of Washing- 
ton, vice Robert J. McNichols, retired. 


Frederick L. Van Sickle, 

of Washington, to be United States District 
Judge for the Eastern District of Washing- 
ton, vice a new position created by P.L. 
101-650, approved December 1, 1990. 


J. William Roberts, 


of Illinois, to be United States Attorney for 
the Central District of Illinois for the term 
of 4 years (reappointment). 


Edward G. Bryant, 

of Tennessee, to be United States Attorney 
for the Western District of Tennessee for 
the term of 4 years, vice William H. Ewing, 
Jr., term expired. 


Submitted March 21 


Nicholas F. Brady, 

of New Jersey, to be United States Gover- 
nor of the European Bank for Reconstruc- 
tion and Development (new position). 


Alixe Reed Glen, 

of the District of Columbia, to be an Assist- 
ant Secretary of Health and Human Serv- 
ices, vice Kay Coles James. 


Dexter W. Lehtinen, 

of Florida, to be United States Atiorney for 
the Southern District of Florida for the 
term of 4 years, vice Leon B. Kellner, re- 
signed. 
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Submitted March 21—Continued 


Larry J. Joiner, 

of Missouri, to be United States Marshal for 
the Western District of Missouri, vice Lee 
Koury, term expired. 


Raymond George Hardenbergh Seitz, 

of Texas, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, Class of Minister-Counsel- 
or, to be Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland. 


Willie Greason, Jr., 

of Missouri, to be United States Marshal for 
the Eastern District of Missouri, vice Wil- 
liam S. Vaughn, retired. 


Jose R. Mariano, 

of Guam, to be United States Marshal for 
the District of Guam and concurrently 
United States Marshal for the District of the 
Northern Mariana Islands for the term of 4 
years, vice Edward M. Camacho, term ex- 
pired. 





Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the 
Office of the Press Secretary that are nei- 
ther printed as items nor covered by entries 
in the Digest of Other White House An- 
nouncements. 





Released March 19 


Fact sheet: 
Extension of Fast Track Authority 


Announcement: 

Nomination of Robert W. Naylor to be a 
member of the Board of Trustees of the 
James Madison Memorial Fellowship Foun- 
dation 
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Released March 19—Continued 


Announcement: 

Nomination of Ann Brownell Sloane to be a 
member of the Board of Directors of the 
Inter-American Foundation 


Announcement: 

Nomination of Niara Sudarkasa to be a 
member of the Peace Corps National Advi- 
sory Council 


Announcement: 

Nomination of Lane Kirkland to be a 
member of the Board for International 
Broadcasting 


Released March 20 


Transcript: 

Press briefing on the state visit of President 
Lech Walesa—by James Dobbins, Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of State for European 
and Canadian Affairs, and Ambassador 
Robert Barry, State Department special ad- 
viser on Eastern European assistance 


Released March 21 


Announcement: 

Nomination of Edward G. Bryant to be U.S. 
Attorney for the Western District of Ten- 
nessee 


Announcement: 

Nomination of Wm. Fremming Nielsen to 
be U.S. District Judge for the Eastern Dis- 
trict of Washington 


Announcement: 
Nomination of J. William Roberts to be U.S. 
Attorney for the Central District of Illinois 


Announcement: 

Nomination of Frederick L. Van Sickle to 
be U.S. District Judge for the Eastern Dis- 
trict of Washington 


Released March 22 


Announcement: 
Nomination of Larry J. Joiner to be USS. 
Marshal for the Western District of Missouri 


Released March 22—Continued 


Announcement: 
Nomination of Jose R. Mariano to be US. 
Marshal for the District of Guam 


Announcement: 
Nomination of Willie Greason, Jr., to be U.S. 
Marshal for the Eastern District of Missouri 





Acts Approved 
by the President 





Approved March 18 


H.R. 555 / Public Law 102-12 
Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Civil 
Amendments of 1991 


Relief Act 


H.J. Res. 98 / Public Law 102-13 
Designating March 4 through 10, 1991, as 
“National School Breakfast Week” 


Approved March 20 


H.J. Res. 104 / Public Law 102-14 
To designate March 26, 1991, as “Education 
Day, U.S.A.” 


Approved March 21 


HJ. Res. 133 / Public Law 102-15 
Authorizing and requesting the President to 
designate the second full week in March 
1991 as “National Employ the Older 
Worker Week” 


Approved March 22 


H.R. 180 / Public Law 102-16 

To amend title 38, United States Code, with 
respect to veterans education and employ- 
ment programs, and for other purposes 


H.J. Res. 167 / Public Law 102-17 
Designating June 14, 1991, and June 14, 
1992, each as “Baltic Freedom Day” 
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International support—91 
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Developing countries 
See also specific country or region 
Food assistance—211 
Trade with U.S.—121-123, 125 
Development Cooperation Agency, U.S. Interna- 
tional, Development, Agency for International 
(AID)}—70, 211, 218, 219 
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Disaster assistance 
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Georgia flooding—318 
Indiana flooding—35 
Kentucky flooding—107 
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Mississippi flooding and tornadoes—12, 272 
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munity 
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Economic Community of West Africa States—29 
Economy, international 
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Administration policies—217, 252 
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See also Budget, Federal; Commerce, inter- 
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Administration policies—139 
Agriculture, role—292 
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Environmental policies, impact—174 
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Inflation and interest rates—140, 144, 148, 162 
Persian Gulf conflict, impact—ll, 15, 34, 41, 
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President’s views—9, 92, 142, 148, 260 
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Administration policies—164, 222 
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Federal investment—118, 251 
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Parental involvement—195 
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President’s views—92 
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on—318 
Education Policy 
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Educational Research and Improvement, Nation- 
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Minister of Foreign Affairs—89, 106 
President—89, 152, 203, 276, 281-283 
El Salvador 
Farabundo Marti 
(FMLN)}—49 
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Military assistance—49 
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19, 35, 64, 107, 180, 272, 318 
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Fund—29 
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Employment and unemployment 
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Equal opportunity—223 
Federal employees. See Government agencies 
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Energy 
Alternative fuels—189, 292 
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Electricity—189 
National Energy Strategy, proposal—141, 164, 
174, 188 
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Oil—141, 189 
Persian Gulf conflict, impact—15, 52, 79, 83 
Energy, Department of 
Deputy Secretary—188 
Secretary—19, 52, 173, 188, 295 
Strategic Petroleum Reserve—52, 189 
Energy Agency, International—52 
Enterprise for the Americas 
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Enterprise for the Americas Initiative—93, 141, 
166, 215, 217, 252, 307 
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Administration policies 
Agriculture, role—292 
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Energy policies, impact—189 
Federal investment—118, 175 
International cooperation—218, 298 
Persian Gulf conflict, impact—79, 83, 207, : 
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Environment for the Americas Board—218 
Environmental Protection Agency—300, 307 
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Administration policies—2, 32, 143 
President’s views—81 
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See also specific country 
Democracy and freedom—141 
Economic assistance—141 
Marketing and management training confer- 
ence—219 
Nuclear cooperation with U.S.—269, 270 
Persian Gulf conflict, economic impact—220 
President’s views—90 
Reforms, political and economic—219, 220 
European Atomic Energy Community—269, 270 
European Community—10, 22, 25, 73, 143, 268, 
269 
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international 
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FBI. See Justice, Department of, Investigations, 
Federal Bureau of 

FMLN. See El Salvador 

Farming. See Agriculture 
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First Lady’s health. See Health and medical care 
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Food Assistance Policy Council—212 
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Foreign policy 
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Persian Gulf conflict, impact—237 
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Security and development assistance—226 
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France 
Commander of French Persian Gulf forces— 
258, 286 
Middle East peace efforts, role—315 
Minister of Defense—180 
Minister of State for Foreign Affairs—225, 243 
Persian Gulf conflict, role—184, 225, 286, 308, 
309 
President—8, 9, 23, 25-27, 33, 153, 184, 202, 
203, 207, 225, 271, 286, 307, 308 
Prime Minister—286, 317 
Relations with U.S.—309 
Free the Children, Memphis, TN—62 
Freedom, Presidential Medal of —264 
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GATT. See Commerce, international 

GCC. See Gulf Cooperation Council 

GSP. See Commerce, international 

General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade. See 
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General Electric Co.—141 

General Services Administration—36 

Generalized System of Preferences. See Com- 
merce, international 
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Geological Survey. See Interior, Department of 
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Flooding—318 
President’s visit—107, 112 
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Chancellor—143, 232 
Minister of Foreign Affairs—232, 244 
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Government agencies and employees— 
Continued 
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Federal holiday—47 
National Guard members and reservists—267 
Overseas services and facilities, report—217 
Pay—114 
Senior Executive Service—20 
Greece 
Cyprus conflict resolution, role. See Cyprus 
Minister of Foreign Affairs—96, 98, 106 
Prime Minister—96 
Relations with U.S.—96 
U.S. Ambassador—96 
Guard, National. See Armed Forces, U.S.— 
Guatemala, presidential inauguration, U.S. dele- 
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Head Start. See Health and Human Services, De- 
partment of 
Health, National Institutes of. See Health and 
Human Services, Department of 
Health and Human Services, Department of 
Consumer Affairs, U.S. Office of—180 
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Social Security agreement, report—262 
Health and medical care 
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Drug abuse treatment programs—102 
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Federal investment—118 
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Henderson Hall/Barcroft Elementary School 
en pregram, Arlington, VA—290, 
1 
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Hostages—236, 259, 308, 310, 315 
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Housing—Continued 
Homeownership—223 
Housing and Urban Development, Department 
of 
Assistant Secretary—6 
Budget—226 
Government National Mortgage Association— 
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Housing Commissioner, Federal—6 
Human rights 
See also specific country 
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and the Humanities, National Foundation on 
the 
Hungary 
Economic growth-—219 
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Trade with U.S.—69 
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Industry. See specific industry; Business and in- 
dustry 
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Encroachment on Iraqi territory —302, 303 
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Iraq 
Ambassador to U.S.—23 
Arms imports—258 
Cease-fire violations—304, 308, 314 
Chemical weapons production and use—51, 57, 
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Civil disturbances, 
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Humanitarian assistance—237, 280 
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308, 311 
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Relations with U.S.—138, 303 
Reparations to Kuwait—278 
Terrorism, role—40, 44, 83 
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U.S. national emergency, report—158 
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Ireland, Minister of Foreign Affairs—317 
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Ambassador to U.S.—179 
Arms sales, U.S.—305 
Defense and security—313 
Iraqi missile attacks—54-56, 73, 80, 81, 129, 
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Palestinians. See Middle East 
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Prime Minister—54, 55, 57, 64, 84, 179 
Relations with U.S.S.R.—146 
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Minister of Foreign Affairs—10 
Prime Minister—10 
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Minister of Foreign Affairs—49 

Persian Gulf conflict, financial support—49, 
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Trade with U.S.—143 
Joint Chiefs of Staff. See Defense, Department of 
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Iraqi military occupation. See Persian Gulf con- 
flict 
Iraqi reparations for damages—278 
Liberation—224, 227, 245, 257, 263 
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U.S.—125, 133, 141, 142, 307 
President—125, 133, 253, 307 
Relations with U.S.—253, 307 
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U.S. Ambassador—31 
Parent and Child Enrichment Center, Dothan, 
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